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the manifold Forgertes, Fall- 


hoods, and horrible Impieties of 
the Blaſphemous Seducer 
MAHOMET. 


VVith ademonſtration of the In- 


ſufficiencie of his Lavv, coritained 
inthecurſed ALCORAN 


Written long fince in Arabicke: ts nova, 


_ doncinto Engliſh by William Beawell. 


Whereunto 1s annexed the Arabian Trads: / 
man, Interpreting certaine Arabicke ; 
termes vſed by Hiſtorians, 


'Together with an Index of the C hapters of 
the Alkoran,' for the vnderſtanding of 
the conſutation of the Boolg. | 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, 


"= Hat which here I offer vn- 


TY. 70 thy view, courteous Rea- 
"SR: der, is, as the. title doth 

-1Y /hew,the. tranſlation off 4 

= &S booke imprinted certaine_ 

| Wer oheR yeares fince, and publiſhed 
in wr prbry rongue: Yet when, or'where, or 
by whom, is not, as vſually the Manner i5.,mmthe 
ſame any where_. expreſſed or declared. It was 


f r(t ri, as the Author himſelfe ſeemeth to 


intimate,about 600 years fince. Who hewas, and 
what, I daremot for certaine affirme ; - Many of + 
the obieftions, demands, anſwers,arguments,aud 
ſpeeches are too good to be thought to-come from 


the breaſt of an Heathen, Turke, or Saracen : al- 


thongh of them many ſcarce good enough tobe fa- 

thered-vponawell grounded Chriſtian.That con- 
 fideration firſt mooued me to indge it framed by 
: Jann Chriſtian, i fre and FORT of 
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THE PREFACE. 
that fond and fooliſh religion, Yet when Icalled 
to mind, that Thad heard many Merchants, and 
eſpecially M.W.G. a worſbipfullGentleman,who 


did ſpend the better part of bis youth continually | 


refident amongſt them, That it was a common 
thing to heare from themſelues ſuch like obieti- 
015 , and doubts made againſt their law. Aggine 
wy Tconfidered that whatſocuer is here alledged 
and layd downe, though neuer ſo good and Chri- 


ſtianlike; Or contrariwiſe abſurd and monſtrous; 


is notwithſtanding found and read in that their 
law: And laftly, ſeeing that my ſelfe can teſtifie 
| that fromtheir owne mouthes Thaue heard; and 


can ſbew'in their bookes and trattaies the like_, 
morall ſayings, andzealous exhortations unto 


Vertue, and holineſſe of 1 - ; I thenaltered that 
mine opinion, and did verily beleeue it to be writ- 
ten by ſome Saracen or Mohametane, who did in 
eruth make theſe doubts and demands, as being 
defirous of better ſatisfattion, If any man ſh. 
obiett and ſay, as the con{iStorie of Rome did by 
the Talmud, That it were better that ſuch fookſh 
fables and blaſphs 2mies were concealed and vtter- 
ty ſuppreſſed , then made publike and common to 
all: Tanfwer , Ibaue doneno more, nay nor fo 
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THE PREFACE. 
much, as the ancient Fathers, Tertullian, Ire- 
nxus, Epiphanius, Auguſtine, and others, 
Who haue taken Vpon themto confute the errors 


_ andopinions of Heretiks, haue done, Nullum e- 


nim eſt dogma , inſigniterimpium 8 per- 


uerſum in Alcorano, "quod nonextet 1n [i- 


bris eorum quos antea indicaui,. Irenzi, 


Tertulſiani, {criprorum Eccleſiaſtice hiſto- 
_riz;Epiphanij, Philaſtrjz Auguſtini quo- 


rum libri ſepius foerant | prope quam cuni- 
culi: Et Typograghi quzſtum inde non ex- 
Iguum tolerant, &rem ſtudioſs bonwz lite- 
rature.inprimis gratam 1 faciunt, Quedam 


_efiany ablurdiora invetetum hztefhumde- 


ſcriptionibus reperiuntur,- quam Alcoran 
protulerit,&c, For in the Alkoran, ſaith alear- 
ned Diuine, there is no one opinion ſo impious o& 
wicked, which maynot be found in the bookes of 
thoſe Writer's hich Thaue before ſpoken of ; to 


Wt, Irenzns, \Tertullian; che Ecclefraſticall hi- 


- ſtorians, Epiphanius, Philaſtrius, and Augu- 


ſtine ; whoſe bookes do breed wellnere as oft as 
conies: And the printers dothereby reape no ſmall 


gaines, and ' withall do deſerue very well of all 


£00: 4 ſtudents. Some things alſo, inthe diſcoteries 
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THE PREFACE. 
of old herefies , are met Withall, more abſurd 
and groſſe,then the Alkoran doth a afford any, But 
the examples following,being of the ſame nature, 
o& prattiſed by graue indicious Ditines,are more 
proper to our purpoſe, Peter, Abbot of Cluniak, a 
man highly commended in his time, for learning 
religion, and Chriſtian charitie,did well nere 500 
yeares fince, cauſe Robert of Reading our coun- 

 tryman, totranſlate the Alkoran or lawes of Mo- 

hamed into the Latine tongue ; Which tranſlati- 


nard, that famous Abbot of Clareuall, At the end 
of obich histran(lation you ſhall find this which 
followeth;lluſtri glorioſoq; viroPetro Clu- 
niacenſi Abbate precipicnte, ſuus Angli- 
gena , Robertus Retinenſis, librum iſtum 
tranſtulit,anno Domini M.C,X LIILanno 
4 þo # Alexandri, M.CCCC.ITI, anno Alhigere 
D.X X XV IL annoPerſarum quingenteſi- 

- mo vndecimo, lourthi time did Euthymins 
learned Grecian tranſlate, if not all, yet diuerſe 


— Vienna, celebrated by Pope Clement the 5, in the 


Cortaine V, miner ities to maintaine Profeſſours of 
the 


on was bythe ſaid Peter dedicated pnto S, Ber- - 


and ſundrie peecesof the ſame. The Councell of | 


year of our Lord 131 hah an att enioyning 
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the Arabicke tongue, for the tranſlating of books 


out of that language into Latine. Now,as alear- 
ned mantruly gathereth, thoſe holy F athers had 


10 care th Phyficke and Aſtronomie, but of Diui- 
nitie onely: and therefore they meant of the Alko- 
ran and ſuch others concerning religion, Not long 
after this, Iohn Biſhop of Segouia, offered vnto 
the Councell of ConStance , the Alkoran by him 
tranſlated and confuted.In the yeare of our Lord 
1543, Theodorus Bibliander, ( animated there- 


[4 


unto arid commended by Philip Melanthon ) did 


publiſh andimprint the aforeſaid verfion of Re- 


tinenfis the Engliſh-man, Within foure or fiue 


years after this edition, Andreas Arrinabenetur- 
ned the Alkoran, as be ſaith, out of Arabicke into 


Itahan:The title by himſelfe prefixed to that his 


editions thus; I:Alcorano di Macometto, 
_ nel qual-fi contiene la Dottrina, la Vita, i 

Coftumi, & le Legge ſue, tradotto noua- 

mente dall Arabo, in lingua Italiana z Con 


Gratie,e Priuilegij, M.D.X LV 11, The Alko- 


ran of Machomet., in which is contained his Do- 
" firine, Life,Cuſtomes& Lawesgranſlated BeWw- 
ly out of Arabicke into the Italian Fongue. When 
45 indetd that tranſlation of his is nothing but 


4 4 | Rett- 


Reti inenfis halionared, neither do I thinke that 
he vnderſtood much Arabicke.Thus you ſee what 

prefidents Thaue , for that which is done : Such 
ds T doubt nor, but will fully [atisfie the learned 
and indifferent: the peeuiſh and froward, Iweigh 
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not : this pdines was not taken for them, No 


thing Tknow may pleaſe them that is not of their 
owne breeding. Neither do I ſee what ben#fite 
the conlearned mayreape by it, Now concerning 
 thething it ſelfe , Ido giuethe Reader to conder- 
Rand, ( the lowers of theſe ſtudies , and ſuch as 
haut ſeene the booke canteſtifie that T fpeake the 
« truth) That the copie that T haue followed, was 
' ſo badlyimprinted,, that in verie many places 1 
' was conſtrained to diuine and gueſſe, And there- 
fore if in any place Thaue failed, it ts not much to 
be maruelled, Notwithſtanding , although I will 
not ſay, that Thaue failed in any particular: yet I 
dare boldly affirme , that Thaue hit the generall 
ſcope and purpoſe of the Author, whichfor the.” 
ching it ſelfe might haue bene ſufficient. But be- 
frdethis peneralitie, for the benefite of ſtudents, 
which Teſpecially aimedat, I haue ſo ſet it foorth 
that they might bebettered byit * And therefore 
I hauz tiedmy ſelfe, as neare as the. Engliſh 


phraſe 


- a THE PREFACE. 
” phraſe would ſu uffer me, onto the words of the 
| dike Wherefore for their ſakes, which are 
defirous to Puderſtand that language , and for 

> That purpoſedopleaſeto oſerhis our labour, we 
haue, in the margent ofthis our booke, ſet downe 
the numbers anſwering to the pages of the Ara- 
bicke copie.Truthit is that in that booke you ſhall 
findno ſuch numbers expreſſed: but that want 


> If any man with his pen may eafily ſupply. If Thaue 
added any thing to helpe the Engliſh,that 
*  - Wew hauecauſed 0 be imprinted 
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Conference, betweene two Do- 


Rors:Thenameoftheoneis Sutzrcu 


S1tNan : The name of the other 
Door AumsD: 


Which conference had in their re- 
turne from the Alkaaba, is profitable for 


 enery Muſsleman, man and woman, 
tw know and ynderſtand. 
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talopue. 
[AZ=&&) He peace of God and his bleſ- 
PF Hey ling be vpon thee my Sheich, 
(= 8 ISS. my worthy and moſt reuerend 
d&! L524þ| Father, The Lord bleſſe this 
(EZ=>=dA dayes worke. 
SHEICH, The Lordbe with thee, and retoyce 
thy heart my ſonne. How happened it that we haue 
both gonethis tourney theſe 7a dayes together, 
and haue not met #/// now? [23 204 8 ALS 
An, Ididnot ſee thee at all, all the tione that we 
went tothe Alkaaba (God make vs honorable by it) 
vntill we were gone vp mount Kabis : Atrhattime 
I would faine haue met-thee : but by meanesof 
the greatthrong of pilgrimesI could not, and by 
reaſon of the great preaſe I loſt thee, Yet this mor- 
ning Iſaw'thee 4g472e, and making haſt, being farre 
off, and the throng great,a# length I came vnto thee. 
But both my ſelte and my Camel! are very weake 
and faint, I Ts 
S4. I am glad that I have /zghtonthee in this 
tourney: For I defiretogo with thee,that we may al- 
waics be conferring together of ſome ſpirituall mat- 
' teror other. Fe ons 
A u. Ialſoamglad of this, and it liketh mevery 
well: Forby thee T ſhall gaine much good. For by 
-D:3 Con. 


"at erndiian, bf. 
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The Py Dialogue. 


conuerſ ing withlearned men there is alwaies /om:c- 
t14n 23-4 learned. 


$4. Know thou therefore, my r ſonne, thatas by 
this bleſſed iourney wee do obraine fiee remiſſion 
from God, of all finnes : So-we ought ro withdraw 
our ſclues from i iniquitie, and to lay hold vpon true 
Religion and an holy life. 
An. Goodfather, I know this very well, andI 
deſire it may be done: Buthow isit poſſible a man 


ſhouldbein this world, and notbe pollutedand de- 


filed with it? 
Sn, He that doth delight inthe holineſſe of the 


of piritoall life,he will not meddle with any (chime! in 


Religion. 
bo A..;YetI do belecue that ctheFathers, which 
were of better vnderſtanding, that they might avoid 
the pollutions of thewo1ld , did betake themfelues 
vnto wilderneſles : that ſo being ſequeſtrcd from 
worldly bufineſſes, they might the better thinke vpo 
the maieſtic ofthemoſt high God: Of theexcellent 
frame of the celeſtiall ſpheres: : The large com- 
paſſeofthe Ocean: The ftrarge variety of the earth- 
ly Globe: Of a/lother things of naturallPhilofophic: 
Ofthe powreof the moſt high God, Andeſ] veelally 
ofthe excellency of Man,who,in reſpec ofthe beau- - 
tic of the reaſonable ſoule, and the faculties thereof, 
is moſt like vato the celeſtiall Angels. Butin reſpect 
of his bodily parts he is like vato a brute beat. 
Sn. BurLſpake of tharman which was created by 
Almightie God, after the forme and {imilitude of 


| himſelfe. 


fa: Viſhered pray Fovſuberg is hari image in man? 
"PRs 


LY 
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of, 
An. What x are. thoſe faculties of the Soule? 


Sn, Vnderſtanding , Metrnorie ,, and Will: For 
theſe three facultics are incuery reaſonable ſoule, 


The 4 fe Dias 
Sn. Inthe faculties ofthe Soule and beauty there- 


An, How do theſe three faculties make aman 


like vato God? 


Sn, As euery reaſunable ſoule, adorned and 
beautified with theſe three faculties, is oneman: So 


that ſame Godis the powerfull vnderſtanding com- 


prehending all, and commanding ouer all: He is alſo 


that wordor Gale which created the heauens vault- 


wiſe moſt ſeemlily ; with all other things elſe what- 


| ſoeuer: Laſtly heis that Will or Charitie, whoſe 


bounticand goodneſſepreſerueth all things... 


An, Theſe words are good, and ſuchas all men ; 
- oughtto hearc and regard. 


Sa. It isnot ſufhcient for a manto heare, that 
thereisthis power and properticin God: Ang that 
2 man doknow alſo the excellencie of his ſoule vni- 


red with the baſcnefſe of this worldly life, like vnto 
brute beaſt : And thathedothnot indeed vnder- 


ſtand what is goodand equall, buti is like ynto the 
vnreaſonable creatures. 

An. Wharis it thereforethat he ought to do? 

$ a. This he ought rodo: As the Angels,the Hea: 
vens, andthe Elements all are vnder the obedience 
oftheC reator,. and. do alwaies ſing praiſesand do. 
thoſethings, which he, whoſe name is alway to bee 
praiſed andexalted, hath ordained. them zodo:, So 
man with the vnderſtanding oughtto glorifieGod 


continnaly: And with the excellenciegf Will, .and 


B 3 faculty 


V. 


The ne fopr Ds 


facuky of Memory in all matterswe ſhonld walke 

vprightly and honeſtly , and ſhunall ſinne and ini- 
uitie. 

L A. Bleſſed ishe thatdoth thus. - 

Sx. Truth z7 #5; he is bleſſed indeed.Forhis foule 
beginnethto delighti it ſelfe, in this world, withthat 
kind of delightand ioy, thatafter this mortall life ex- 
acd,ſhall be perfetandin Paradiſe compleate;which 
in this world is not poſſible for man to conceiue or 
apprehend: For our vnderſtanding cannot conceiue 
that, which was notfirſtſeencor heard,or perceiued 
by ſome of the externall ſenſes. 

Ax. Why then it foloweth, Thatſeeing the end 
of man isthe bleſfednolſe of the ſoule: And thatthe 
portion he looketh for is ſpiritual, notanimall, Ir 
muſt needs bethought, thatthat goodthing which 
- 199 _—_ toaman,is ſomething ſpirituall, not cor- 

nor animall, 

$7 This confeſſion is ſound,and this confeſſion 
ought euery Muſſleman, that is of diſcretion, to 

make. . 

Au, Intruth, theſe words of thinedo much re- 
toyce me: But I maruaile greatly, why this is not a 
cuſtome amongſt the wiſer ſort of Muſflemans., to 

ealke and diſcourſe'atalltimes of theſe arguments, 
and ſuch like matters as theſe, 

Sn. The reaſonts,for that the Muſllemans forthe. 
moſt part, do exerciſe themſelues in feats of armes, 
anddo giue'their mindto the ſtudy of the famous 
ads of formerkings; notvnto [tudies of Diuinity, 
and ſpirituall knowledge. 

An. And what profire, 7 pray you, is thereinthe 

; know- 


-The feſt Dido 


knowledge of all toric of formerkings of the whole- 
world, if wee be ignorant ofthetrue way, whereby 
weare fhewed how our ſoule doth conſent with the 
will of God, which is our endand onely felicity? 
'Sx, Our Prophet, our Aduocate, 1»carc, hath 
 ordainedthe Law inthe famous Alkoran,for the ſal- 
vation of his people: For this is the property of the 7%* *%d and 
Law, thatit draweth and tendeth vnto that end that ns 
maketh peace, and ſaluation ofthe ſoule, not of the 7. 
bodie. For the bodie is duſt, and ſubie& to mortali- 
tic : Bur the ſouledicth never; becauſe i It isof adi- 
vine nature. | 
| As. Butatrue and certaine obedience. toge- 
ther with an obſcruation of the diuine Lay i Is Ic- 
quired. 
Su. Thatis out of Joube true. Forin the Law The bookss of 


are contained the commandements of God, which #9 


were giuen firſt ynto Moſes, to this end that he 
thould keepeandobſeruerthe aid precepts. _ And 
hereupon it-is., that our Prophet in thetitle Ionas, 0 the pro 
ſaith, Tharthe bookes of Moſes andof thereſt ofthe a Phets, 
prophets aretrue; asalſothatthe Pſalmes of Dauid Pſalmes of 
arc holy: Forin thole bookesarecontainedihe holy David, 

and purecommandements of God. 

Aa; Moreoner in the ſame chapter alſo; if I be 
notdeceiued, our Prophet faith, Thatthe Goſpell Is = the 5Y 
true, holy and perfect. 132 | by , 

Sn. Nay, which # more, he calleth itaguide ſent II. 
from God. IE 

An, What meane you U that phraſe ſent a 


guide: from God? -- 


Su, Thatis, aprophecie, apath, anda right way, 
_ For 


The firſt Dialogue. 
rhe Gojpell is Fof at the time of Chiſts counting, the world was 
the gift of God fyund fully repleniſhed with finne and iniquitic: 
bs. And in all corners, of the world men did worſhip 
images, in whom diuels did dwell; Andthere were 
All people of none that knew God , but the people of the. Iewes. 
Padres $4 onely : For they did celebrate thename of God the 
Sh were Lord the Creator of all things. And men were 
jdolaters;, drawne vnto thiserror and deſtruction by alitle and 
o Na litle. And to bebriefe, ſmall and grear, all ofthem 
nod. « were vnder this diuelliſh and blinde ſeruitude.. 
__ An, Whatthingfell outsrthe birth of Chriſt? 
| Sn. There fell outthis. That he, like che direct 8: 
12. truebcamesofthe Sunne,inamoment diſpelled out 
Chriſt therr#e gf the world,thoſe clouds of darknes; And herouſed. 
wp ** vpmankind and the poſtcrity of Adam fromthoſe 
By thepreach- ſinnes by alitleand litle, by preaching and miracles. 
ing nem Andafter himghis Apoſtles,and Diſciples,and thoſe 
:y binſelfs Who followed him, exercifed the ſame things, vill 
«nd bis .4p9- that men had contemned idols, and wholly abando- 
les diſpele®. ed them, and did worſhip the 3rye God, andloued 
all darknes ; mo 
axd idolatry, the ſeruice of God ſincerely. Oat 3s 
_ _ An. Therefore very worthily did our Prophet 
commend the Goſpell; and call it, a prophecy, and 
ſtraight way of God.Forintruth ſoitis. _ - 
Sx. When therefore our Prophet Mohammed 
came, was there no idoll at allin theworld? © 
An. Our Prophetcameafter Chriſtabout 600 
__ yeares; and therefore I thinke there were noidols, 
. 13- nonotinany place; eſpecially in ſuch places where 
.  learnedanddiſcreetmen awelr. —Y 
Sn. What good thing did our Prophet adde vn- 


tothe Goſpell.ſeeing thatchedodtrines of itare holy 


and 


WE: - The faſt Diabgue. 
+. ih and perfe@, as hehimlelfe doth affirme, 
\ | Au, Headdednootherthingatall, thenthat 
which he himſelfedoth reſtific of himſelfei inhis Al. ., 
koran;to wit, Thathe himſelfe alſo isa true Propher, | 
y | And that he hath ralkedooft-times with the Angell | 
| Gabriel. And that vpon Barak he went vp into the - 
heauens:Item he faith, That God andhis Angels do 
pray forhim: Laſtly, he ſaith , That Noe, Abraham, / 
& his Apoſtles did follow his law 8& comandements 

Sn. Here, I adiure thee by the moſt high God, 

' that thoutell me, How theſe men did follow his law, 
ſceing that they were before him many hundreds & 

_ _ thouſands of yeares? 

. __ _ Am, Buthislaw was written all by another,in a 
time before that. 

Sn. This ſeemeth not to be true: Forour Pro- 
phet himſelfeſaith, Thathe wrote them,and thatby 
himſelfe, Wherefore we do confeſle;, ;Thar the books 
of Moſes,8& of the Prophets, the Plalmes of David, 
and the Goſpellof the Chriſtians, were commen- 
dedand receiuedof our Prophet. 

An. Yetlamdeſirous to know whetherall theſe 
bookes be but one; or 207? And whether all of them 

. do agree inalllanguages , whichare now foundi in 
the world, or zot? 

Su. There isno queſtion of that: Forthe diſc 
ples of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles combined together 
with one conſent,cartied them, and by. preaching 
ſpread them into euerycornerof the world. , EY 
- An. Butifatthis timethereſhould beany lan- bo RI 

age found, wherein thetextand Scripture were | 
ferent fromrhar of other languages , what ought 


I4. 
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then tgbe done? 8 _ 
15. - Su, Itmuſtbeconfeſſedthat this did ariſe outof 
[ theignorance of the Scribe: Andthatiroughtto be 
'F corredted, and that text bemadetoagreewithall 0- 
[' ther texts agrecing berweenethemſelues, eſpecially 
| with thoſe texts, and moſt ancient bookes which 
j | werethefirſt, and beſt corrected, that is, with zhvſe 
l . written inthe languages of Abraham, the Syrians, 
[ | : Greckes, and Latines. : 
An, Thineopinion is goodand very probable, 8: 
for my part Iembraceit; and1do heare with great 
comfort, That there is ſucha conſent of bookes wrzt- 
zen in different languages. 


Sa. This was not the worke of man; but the will 
of God : For ſo Chriſt ſaith in the glorious Golſpell, 
Itis poſſible that the heauenly orbes may perifþ or 
faile, as alſo the earth: Bur it is not poſſible that there 
ſhould faile or periſh one letter of the law of God 
the moſt high,and of my precepts. = 
16. An. Tellme, Ipray you,whether were thereany 
other, beſide our Prophet , which euer did ſpeake 
with the angell Gabriell, or 207? 4 
yith thepi. He Yes verily, Andnot with Gabriel onely, but 
xl be did oſs With God himſelfe, For wedo readethat many of 
ſoo, = theancientProphets,and holy fathers did talke with 
them,and one of them, for examples ſake, was Abra- 
ham the prophet. | | 
. An, Wasthathee which buile the famous c/ty 
Meccha,the Lord make vs noble by it? 
Meeha buils Sn. Yea, cuen hee which beleened in God, and 
&3 Abraham, was obedientvnto his word, And Moſes alſo , he 
Tpake with God vpoh mount Sina; when as forthe . 
| | com- 
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complement of. mankind and of the world , thatis 
of his people, God gauethem rhelawand the tenne 
commandements. . - On 
An, Butwhoelſedidcuer ſpeake with Angels? 
Sn, Abraham the propher,and Lotthe prophet, 
and Iacob,and many others: But Abraham didnot 17. 


- onely ſpeake wi#h them: , but there were with him at 


his houſethree Angels, which conuerſed with him, 
and hoſted there. Itisalſo read, that Abraham ſaw 


| : k *. Inthe God- 
three Angels, butadored but one onely ; Now this "166 pot 


| one,was Godthe Father,with hiseternall Word,to- je.aus, ever 


gcther with his eternall Spirit, that is,that one God, the M»sſte- 
which createdallthe world , anddoth preſerueand fall "_ 
command the ſame, 

Anu. When theſe talked with God,or with the - 


| Angels, did they falldowne vpon the earth, as our 
' prophet did, anddid their colouralter? . 


Sn. No, butacertaine ſpirituall and bodily vir- 7 66% 
tue andpowre did poſſcfſe them. brain 
 Au.. Secing thou haſt made mention of Abra- their Latri« 
ham, Tell me wherefore he ordained the couenant? __ 
And why do wee now performe, and obſeruethe 
ſamecouenant? | 7 
Sn, Godſaid vnto. Abraham, That all the nati- 18. 
ons,and kindreds of the exrthſhould be blefled in his 7h end and 
ſced. Morcouerhe ſaid , That his ſeede ſhould goin 2,7" 
amongſt idolaters:and thereforeleſtthe Iewiſh nati- * 
on ſhould communicate with the wicked people, he 
commanded thelawofthe Coucnant,that by ittliey 
might bediſtinguiſhed fromthem. 
An. Therefore by that Couenantthe Iewes 
were diſtinguiſhed from prophane people, and 
: "Ro 2. | other 
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other idolaters. _ 
S x. Ycaverily, hecommandedit for this caufe, 
and therefore as concerning the lewiſh nation, fo 
long asit remainedin the wilderneffe , which was 
the ſpace of 40 years, this ſtatute rooke no place a- 
mongſt them; but they were free from it : But fo 
ſooneas they were gone out of the defart,this ſtatute 
was commanded new againe. | 
An. Wherefore then did our Prophet enioyne 
it vs, feeing that our nation hathalwaies commerce 
continually with ez of other nations , as it is appa- 
rant fo all men. 

S x, Inthisplace I do know no other anſwer,bur 
that our Prophet hath ſo commanded. 

Au. Yet it were good thata reaſon were knowne 
of this command,thatan anſwer might be ready,for 
any that ſhould make queſtion of it. | 

Sn. Andinmy vnderſtanding , filenceis beſt in 


. ſuchacaſe. 


A n. Thereforelet vs talke of fome other matter. 
Iſuppoſe that I have read in the Alkoran , in the 
chapter S/2d: Andagainein the Chapter A/bakara, 
That certaine Angels were conuerted into the ſhape 
of Satan, becauſerhat ourof their ptide, they oppo- 
ſed themſclues againſt the'commandement of God, 


 whenhecommanded them to worſhip Adam. 


Ss. Yeaindeed, ſo itis written. | 
 Aun.Why would Godthatthe creature of greater 

dignity, to witan Angell , ſhould worſhip one of 

baſer condition then it /effe, to wit Adam: Forheis 

made of earth, and is mortallse 5s 

_ Su. Iknow no otheranſwer, but thus it is writ- 

{5043 (cn 
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ten inthat booke.  _—< 


a by $ o Rifum teneas 
An. It isalſowritten in the Alkoran,That the tis amici 7he 


Moone, doubt. 


| Moone was diuided equally into two parts: And 571. 
that one halfe went into Mohammeds ſleeve ; and medsopinien 


the other halfefell downe tothe ground, and yer**** & « 


afterthis, theſe two halfes were vnited and ſet rogt Frente wet: 
ther againe miraculouſly by him, TH ſeman ſaile:h 
Su. Iris very true,ſo we doreade,and thys was a Par mw 
miraculous act of our Prophet. Als 5 fſes 
An.How was that poſlible that the Moone ſhogld t:n:heearth; 


| ; Ip althourh 1ſups 
fallro the earth? And how couldit go intothe ſlecue poſe it oo 


of a man, ſeeing that the breadth of itis greater then to greac for 
all the whole carth? | LO, hefef it to 
Ss. Soitis. Thy reaſons and doubts are good, whom: 
and they ſeeme to proceede from good vnderitan. ſteve. 
ding; but I know no other anſwer then that our pro- 21. 
pherhath fo ſaid. : 
| An, Moreouer there are written by him 12,000 
fayings; Andone faith, that the ſpeeches thatare true 7h » che 
& ood are but 3,000: Therefore all the refidue arc 474» are 
* falſe. Andthereforc how ſhalaman beablerodiſtin- gyj, ©” 
ouiſh the truth from falſhood? If he were a Prophet, 
how came it to paſſe that he ſpake that which was 
nottrue? For in aſmuch as he wasa Prophet, hee 
ought continually to ſpeake truth, as the bookes of 
thereſt ofthe Prophets do. bi Os 
_* Sw, Inthisplacealfo, in regard of the maieſtie & 
depth ofthe thing, I hold itbeſt tobe ſilent. ; . 
An. Next after this, let vs queſtion of ſome 
words ad ſayings of the Alkoran : For itis full of 
ſuch like as thoſe former are. Thou ſaidſt, Thatthe 
world was full of idols; How then did all nations en- 
Stprrh C3 tertaine 
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tertaineand recciueſo caſily that law of his, I meane 

22. of Chiiſt, which indeed is deepe, butnot broad nor 
—_—_ 4; 

It wasplaw _YSy, They didnot receiuethat with ſuch facility; 
KG. * But with much adoe, long labour, and ſtrong oppo- 1 
ſition; By the teſtimony of Martyrs,and effuſion of IJ 

blood, for the ſpace of 3co yeares : For with much "oY 
' 4«dperſe- oppreſſion alſo euen by the moſt principall power | 
cutiov, ofthe Emperourcof Rome were the Chriſtians tor- x5 
mented azd affliedgricuoully. rr, 
An. How werethey at the length pacified? 
Sn. Infew words, his Apoſtles, that is,the diſct- 
But atlength vles of Chriſt,did many miracles, great, and true; ſo | 
therrathfre* thatat lengththetruth it ſelfe ouercameall thoſe that x 
oainſaidand withſtood it "Þ 
4 ' 'An, Secing then thatthe Goſpell is holy and 
i | good: And thatin itis »othing bat truth and perte- 
| Ron, VWhy, as our Prophet allo ſaith, ought wenot 
F to beobedientvmtotheprecepts thereof; And why 
q "23 b- weenot rule our ations according to the rules 
or ne INE 
Sx.Indeed we ought to follow z# without doubt, 
there is noqueſtion of it. | 
An. I would faine know out of thebookes of 
Moles, or out of the Goſpels,or out ofthe bookes of 
the reſt of the Prophets, and Pſalmes of David, 
whichare ſo much commeded inthe Alkoran, whe- 
ther wee may reade thereany thing of thetruth of 
i  God:Ofhis nature and eſexce; And ofhis will: And 
Uo | | oC what matter hecreatedthe world and all things 
ih _ © Sn. Iwillanſwervntothelaſt onely;and a af- 
| | ; | | | [me 


The firſs Dialogue. 
firme, that Moſes writeth , That ovr blefſed God, 
by his bleſſed and holy word alone , did create the 
world. Moreouer alſo David writeth, That Elohim, 
_ thatis God the moſt high, had all things with him 
for a patrerne of the workes of Chriſt tocome, and 
of his Apoſtles. And tobebriefe, the ancient wri- 
tings and the Goſpell doagree of one truth, of thoſe 


things which concerne Chriſt, which afterward were . 


not by parables and figures; but wereclearely taught 
of Chriſt by demonſtration , and manifeſtation of 
the way of truth and praQtiſe, (according tothe will 
_ andpleaſure of God) of theattaining of the glory of 
the k;»gdome of heauen,that is,of Paradiſe. . 

. Ano But Lhearethathis precepts are very hard 8: 
- ſubtill. 

S nu, Yet Chriſt ſaith, My burthen,thatis my pre- 


cept,and my law is good and ſweet. Forit is the law 


of loue and mercy; And whereſocuer there is loue 8: 
compaſſion , invery deed thereis God; Art there- 


foreby his aide and aſ5:;ftance whatſoeucr it be that - 
doth ſeeme tovs andour ſences,heauie anddifficule, . - 


ſhallbe madelightandeafie. - | v0 

' An, Theſe great perfeQions were by our Pro- 
phet attributed tothe glorious Goſpell; and there- 
fore hecallethit, perfeR, and a gift giuen of God. 

$a, It muſt needs beconfeſſed, that he attribu- 
teth to hima diuine perfeionzand thathis power it 
was,which was ſcene to be in him,by reaſon of thoſe 


many miracles which he did As itis read, Thathee 


gaueſight ro-cheblind , which was ſo borneby na- 
ture: Hearingto the deafe : Speech to thedumb: 
And life vnto'the dead, after they had bene laid 


24. 


25. 


The law of 
d 6 "oa, Tings" In 
Sint bps Sina, withthunder, lightening, and fire fali»gvpon 
Tacles, blood of the multitude of men which ſtood vader themount: 
Martyrs, and 
Demonſiratic: 


| The fir Dialogue. 
in the graue. | 
Au. How was the law of Moſesreceiued of the 

Tewes, whichthey did /o much withſtand? 
' Sn, It was giuen by God, vnto Moſes in mount 


For the men heard and ſaw all that was done to come 
25, from God : And therefore they did confeſle that 
that ſame law was giuen by God: Moſes alſo did 
ſhew great miracles, and was famous amongſt men 
for his Religion andloue of God almightie toward 
him. 
Bu: the lk» Au. In like maneralſo,if the law of our Propher 
thu cours and is Alkoranof ſogreateſteemebegiuenof God, 
med: There jt is meete that it be confirmed by the teſtimony of 


foreit ume Martyrs: By theperſialion of miracles: And by 


 thelawof 


Ged, ſomedemonftration from God almighty. 
The Alkere» Sa, Inthe Alkoranthercis no mentionatallmade 
eh ;» Of miracles,done by our Prophet, more the of apro- 
Stafford law: phecy of the ſaid Prophet, ſaying, That his law is 
good and giuen of God: And that whoſoeuer ſhall 
not follow it, or ſhallnotreceiueit, heought tobe 
ſlaine with theſword: Orelſe he muſt pay atribute 
if heperſiſtin his owne religion.  - 
Au. Sceingthen that Godalmightie,for the con- 
firmation of his law and of his owne word,did ſhew 
27+  miraclescontinually ; Why nowarethererequired 
the ſpeareand ſword, which are offenſiue things, 8 
ſpilling of blood, ſecing that he himſelfe, out of the 
fulneſſe ofhis mercy, ſaith, I wiſh not death 8&mur- 
thers,butlife? Moreouer, he created vs in his good 
pleaſure, that we witha good will in louemightre- 
| Cclue 


*% 


toour God and Creator. | 


Su, Soitiswritten by our Prophet, and ſo he 
hath commanded vs. ButI will not forget to anſwer 
your ſecondqueſtion which you propoſed before, 


to wit out of the Goſpel, Whether there be i it 

thing to be obſerued of God, or 0? And what thing 
the natureof God is?T fay thatthou haſt, 77 making 
theſe queſtions, committed agreatſinne, in thatthou 


durſttor ſhame ſpeakeſuch aching. For man ought 


| to know that God is conſtant and true : And that 
he is the Creator of all things, viſible and inuiſible. 
But what his eſſence and nature is, that we cannot 
_ vnderſtand or know : For within the compaſſe of 
our vnderſtanding that his nature doth nor fall: 
But when our vnderſtanding doth dine into the in- 
vention of this thing , it is left wholly in baſe igno- 
rance : Euen as our cie, being oppoſed againſt 
the beames of the Sunne, doth not onely nor ſee 
it, and loſe the light of it : but doth wholy loſe 
the faculty ofſecing , which before it had. Belecue 
therefore, good ſonne, in humility whatſoeueris zo 
be beleened concerningthe things of God. Andrun 
not outatany timeinto ſpeeches to ſay , That Gad 
cannot do all things: For God is omnipotent, and 


doth much in many matters, whoſecauſes weican | 


by no meanes know,neither ought we toſearch into 


them: For they remaine layd'vp.in thetreaſurie of | 


his ſecrets, which cannot be comprehended. _ 
An. Ihauefinned, andIdoacknowledge my 
ſinne: Foritistrue that thou haſt ſaid. But I would 
willingly know for what cauſe our Prophet doth call 
= .D Chriſt, 
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ceiuchis law, and yeeld that ynro him, whichis due 


28, 
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29, Chriſt, The word of God, orthe ſoule of God, or 
That Chriſt z is ſpirit : Yet I knownot whether I may aske that 
the word of queſtion, or yot, | EO | 
= tj Sn, Yes, youmay, anditis cafe toanſwerit. 
breath and Chriſt is the ſouleor word of Godgas the beames of 
Jiriref 6%, the Sunnearethe very eſſence of the Sunne andna- 
feweth by « WIC thereof. Re | Fre 
ſmilitade, _ An, Therefore we may ſay; As theSunne is in 
_ 4 heauenandin earth perfeRly by his beames : Sois 
, Godintheheight, and intheearth, by Chriſthis 
* _-- ward. ITT - ; 

Sx. It isright. There can no compariſon nor (t- 
militude be made of any ;hing amongſt all the works 
of God to repreſent this vntothe vnderſtanding bur 
by tincxample.- I 

An. TIrhinke fo. ButIfceanotherthing beſide 
the beames and the Sunne, and that alſo diſtinaly, 
to wit,heate, by whoſe cauſe and yertue, whatſoever 

[18h is ſeene vpon the earth doth grow and ſpring. 

Ii Sn. SO # there in Godalmightieand his word: 
"Thy 30.7 For out of them do proceed and ariſe the holy Spi- 
14"  rit, by whomour ſpiriedoth live, andmoue, rodo 
lg y that whichis good, And wherethereis the helpe 8 
furtherance of this ſpirit increaſing, there cuery thing 
is caſie,and there is much joy. | 
An. The Lord bleſſe you. I am very glad of this 
ſweet conference, and my foule is much comforted 
* = inall :hou baſt ſaid. Ms 
' Sn, This fruite ſpringethnot from me. But it 
34, = ſhewcth itſelfeour of the vafained workes. God be- 
ue ſtoweth vpon vs theſe good fruits, and fame thereof 
vpon all men: Forthey do reioyceand delight mw 
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ſclues,andreſtquietin the vnderſtandingandin the = 


ſpirir,as thoudoſtatthistime. | 
An, O that all Musflemans were taughtandin- 
ſtrucedby thee. For thenI hope thateuery one of 
them would be as wiſe men are, ioying and conten- 
ring themſclues in that pleaſurerhatis infinite. For 
that man which reſteth not ſatisfied and contented 
intheſedemonſtrations,is by meeſteemedasafoole, 
and nawiſeman, © DFO te 
| $a. OurPrcophetalſodoth honourand maegnific 
the myſteries of God the moſt high ; but doth con- 
cealethem: And thereforehehath adiudged a fo be 
trucand without doubt, That Chriſt was borne of 
' Mary thevirgine: For ſohedothabſolurely confeſſe, 
and he maketh nodoubtartallof it, but that thisna- 
tivity was one of the great warkes of the bleſſed 
God. Andthisougheto bethefaith and confeſſion 


\ 


ofeuery one,andto make noqueſtion of it.Forthat | 


wereameecre deniall of ze. - 

_ .. An. Why do weſcarchintotheprofound ſe- 
crets ofthe power of God, and oftheknowledge of 
him which is infinitez ſeeing we do not know the 
cauſes ofnaturall operations , whichare wrought in 
our owne bodies, and ſoules alſo; to wit, How wee 
are borne? How wedo grow? How weareof little 
_ infants, madegreat mer, and many other ſuchlike, 

which do appeare manifeſtly to our cies, and yet we 


\ 


are ignorant of their caufes? LACS 
Su... See therefore how excellent the word of - 
' Godis, and how wonderfull; which althoughitbe 
from the mouth of fome weake ſeruant, yet it wor- 
keth wonderfull matters ; as wee reade of Elias the 
wa Prophet, 


D 2” 


3T. 


32, 


33s 


. 34" 


ohne LEN wb” ae ES, - ; — v4 
* & 1,904 f Wo I OO ES 16. on ad ba OM 4 a. 0 PO” wie: Wd! vOTy y 
£ PAM L's aſh: Fa bo IT, het " a yE by $05 1 : wat - ; : . 
ud = 
—_ n 
_ - *. 
« by, | . 
* 
T2 , v 
- - DS 


Prophet, who in rhe name'of God cauſed fireto 
- come downe from heauven.' Now. he doth come 


neare vnto Elias, whatſoever hebe thardoth call vp- 
onthenameof Chriſt. Amongſt the idolaters, the 
idols did fall downe, and were broken in peeces,by 
the vertuc of his glorious name. Hy 


> Au, I alfo doreade andhaue heardby many, 


That inthe name of God almightic and Chriſt; the 
Chriſtians haue done thelike miracles as theſeare, 


| andthatby the word of God they haue reuiued the 


dead. | : 

- Sn, Weovghttoconfeſſe and belceeue in God 
with humbleneſſe of mind; as Abraham the Pro- 
phetdid, who, outof the perteRion of his beleefe, 
would haue ſacrificed his ſore Ishak ; notwithſtan- 
ding God had promiſed vnto Abraham, that in his 


. ſeedall Nations ſhould be bleſſed. Now in thetime 


of ſlaughter, the Angell Gabrie!l came downe from 

heauen, and caughthim by the hand, that he ſhould 
not kill him ; and came with a Lambe, or a Ram, 
which ' was to be ſacrificed : and fo Ishak. was not 
{laine;although he were offered vp by his father, 8: 
laid vpon thealtar , and vponthe wood; yet he was 
preſcrued alive, re Wh 


_ Au. This was a great myſtcrie, and muſt needs: 


fignific ſome great matter, 


Su. Itis indeed agrearmyſterie; Butthis time, - 


isnotatimeto vnfold it. REY 
An. Neither have | any deſire, at this time, to 
ſearchintoavy ſecret myſterie:Burhereafter I will;as 


farre as it may ſtand ywith humility, andthefeare of 


God, doing good workes vnto myfoules health, 


SB. 


a. 


| todoandtothinkethus: Forthelofſe oft 


things which God offereth fo vs.in Paradiſe, 2.Area 


great dammage. 
Ax: Iam defirons to heare what thoſe good 


things are: thereforetell methem.. Forin thereci- 
tall of them we ſhall be incited ro. dogood works. 
Sn, Our Prophet.in hisglorious Alkoran faith, 


That God willgiue to thoſe that dogood all pleaſant 
graces, faire houſes, virgines, and damſels : Moreo- 


uer, that tocuery man ſeuerally he will give of every 
thing ſtore, together with goodly garments; Now 
all this ſhallbe cauſe of very much toy. 

An. I maruvailemuchatthis : For our Propher 


alſo in the glorious Alkoran faich, That,men ſhall 
come 8&ſhall be gathered together inthe days of pro- 


miſe with goodly bodies,which ſhall neyer dicatall: 
Andtherefore man ſhall not neede to eate : becauſe 
heſhall not.die. - Neither ſhallhehaue any need of 
women : For-in Paradiſe he ſhall hauenochildren: 
For in this world God giueth women for iſſue and 
childtensſake.” Andif a man have iflue, having eter- 


nall life, that is, being a citizenof heauen, I'demand: 


of thee, How their children ſhall bee It they be mor- 
tall,or lubiet todeath; then itfolloweth ,Thatof an 
immortall man ſhould be borne him that were mor- 
rall, which were abſurdtogrant:. For cuery thip 
begetteth ſomething like it ſelfe. Now ifan imm 


tall man ſhould be begotten, this were Tnew kind of | 


generation, which isalſoabſurd. ] 
Sn. As I have ſaid, thisis thus read in our Pro- 
pace but this is one of thoſe fictions, whichhimſelfe 
| D 3 ©; "_n 


The faſt Dialigue. | 
Su. Euery wiſe and endaſtandin wanoughe 


\ 


faith he did write in ieſt: For our ſtate without 


doubt, ſhallbelike vntothe bleſſed eſtate of the An- 


ods, and other heauenly ſpirits, enioying the glory 
of God, For there muſt be in Paradiſe no confidera- 
tion of meate, drinke,women, or ſuch things.For all 
cheſe things are giuento vs of God, in this world, as 
conuenient forourbodies, and fleſhly part of ours, 
thatare imperfeRof #hemſelues, to preſerue man- 
kind; Andateno waies neceflary for this purpoſe in 
Paradiſe. EN UL i Gag,” 

A xz. Ialſo doverily thinke:ſo : For weall know 
generally, That God created Adam; And that out 
of his fide healſo formed one woman; And that he - 


faidto Adam, This is fleſh of thy fleſh, and they two 


were one fleſh, that is,one man, with one woman. . 

Sn, Manafterthefallof Adam , fell intoa ſtate 
that was not very perfeR, butdifordered : Andby 
this meanes one man 15 not content with one wo- 


' man, butdoth defire many anddiuerſe, forthe fa- 


tisfying of his concupiſcence, andluſt tharhe hath 
vnto their company. Moreouer alſo weknow that 
garments were at the firſt giuen of God to Adam & 
Heua, tocouertheir nakedneſfe withall , after they- 
had committed ſinne : But man hath made himſelfe 
goody apparell, ofnew and diuerſe faſhions. Adam 

d anhouſe for the needfull vſe of it; that man - 


| (which wasbornenaked withouthairegwhich other 


living creatures haue, thatdo moucandabideinthe 
ayre) mightdwellin it, todefend himſelfe from the 
violence of fummerand winter, From thedanger of 
cold, and heateof the Sunne; Fromraine,and ſnow, 
and ſuch like things offending. 5 
He 


_ 


Te The firſt Dialogue. EE raoats. 

An. Heare, I pray you, thatſaying, That cuery 
man hath needofawife, an houſe, and apparel] ano- 
ther dayin Paradiſe, ſeemeth to argue thatthereis ,4., »,... 
no Paradiſe : For Paradiſe is a place wherein theze is 471? 


all good things, withoutany manner of want : alſo 
life eternall, withoutdeath. -.. . | 


' Sn, - Thoufaiſt truc;and wedoknow it r- be 6: 


But thus our Prophet hath written : And therefore 
 wemuſtſaynothing.  _ By 

Anus Whererruth may beſpoken,andthat tothe 
ſaluation of our ſoules, there we ought notto hold 
our peacez buteuery man is bound to ſeeke for his 3g. 
ſaluation,yea although he ſhould ſwaruefrom allthe 
world elſe, and indeedthus he ought todo. For 
what profite do Noblemen, Princes and Kings get, 
by their obtaining and enioying of honour, or the 
whole world.and of other * riches, by the ſword and * 4-4. 
ſpeareand by death , withoutthe knowledee 6f his —_— 


law? ſceing alſo that by this. ignorance, their ſoules ,*7. Muſ. 


- 


do remaine;by the iuſt iudgement of God, for their femars riches 


pride, withoutfaith,)accurſed withthe'diuels in'Ge-* 
henna foreuerand euer, OG EN 
Sn. Theft conceipts of yours do ſtrike aterrour 
into-me. Butthat this finne benotlaid to thechazge 
of my ſoule, I will ſarisfie theez yet to marrow ; 0? 
ow. For nowthe timeis well ſpent, andthenight 
- groweth on, I will, Ifay , telltheeand declarevnto 


|  theemattersof greatmomentand weight, which 40. 


haue learned by my ſtudy , more then 40 yeares 

ſince, of ourlaw,and other bookes which our Pro- 

phet doth highly commend; And I doubt not bur 

- thou ſhaltreſt ſatisfied and well pleaſed. Bur go a- 
: ong 
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The firſt Dialogue. 
_ along with vs on ouriourney. 
"An, The Lord increaſe your Honours healrh; 
and the Lord blefle you. 7 am bound alwaies toloue 
yo eſpecially aboue allmen, for this your promiſe, 
* andThope you willperformeas much; and 
TI ſhall alwates pray vnto the Lord to 
© © reward you forit abundantly. 

L 28 Well, let vsgo on Gs, 
| - Our tourney. | 


'7 x 


p 


; 


The endof the firſt Dialogue. 


The ſecond Dialogue. 


La Did fo reioyce at our confe- 


5 & that ſince I was borne I do not 
J remember that cuer any thing 
B= > hath reioyced me more. | 
Sn. Indeed, tins is the excellent property of the 
- enderſtanding, when itlcarneth any ſpiritua!l thing, 
and is dclighted with diuine conceipts; where our 
ſoule refteth, asin the worthineſle and bleſſednefſe 
of them, it defireth alwaies rogoon forward. © 
An. Therefore many men , beingin ſome gric- 
uous ſinne, whenthey are by their ownewill, depti- 
uedofthis ſpiritual delight,chey are delighted onely 
with worldly and bodily pleaſures , like brute beaſts, 
which hauenovnderſtanding nor capacity. © 
Sn. And oz the contrary, wiſemen alwaies of eue- 
ry profeſſion & countrey haue knowne, ard taught, 
That the true ioy and comfort of man is in living ac- 
cording vnto reaſon, For in it is h# perfetion; 
notin luſtfull ſenſuality-: for initis ought but vile 


CY 


C 
£ 


ſhame, by no meanesto be entertained, and for the 


moſt part vnlawfull. - EAT ELSE 
An, Moreoueralfo, This ioy that doth ariſe out 


-- of knowledge, asthou bat ſaid, I take to beanorher 


kind of joy; and manalfohimſelfe delighteth and 
ioyethin itmuch morezhen in the other, > 


E Fe 0.8 


bb) rence, which we had yeſterday, 


4t. 


42. 


43. 


44 


The Jo Aon Dialogue. 


Sn, What manner of thing is this? 

An. It isthatwhena man comethto honour, 
wealth, or command ouer other men. 

 $u. Thisis indeedajoy; butt 52 worldly zoy, 
and that which ſcone decayeth: For it batb an end art 
the death of the body: Yea and oft-times alſo before 
the death of the body it is loſt by manyaccidents 8: 
caſualties. Butthe ſpirituall ioy which is according 
vnto perfection, beginnethin this world, and con- 
tinueth in the world to come for euer and euer. For 
it draweth our ſoule vmto his zrucend, that? is, vato 
Godour Creator. 

A. Intruththereis agreat difference betweene 
this ioy, and that: And ſeeing that this loy , which 
thou calleſt worldly zoz,is ſo ſmall a ioy,of little con- 
tinuance , and doth ſo ſoone decay; I do maruaile 
why all wiſe men do not ſecke after this whichis c- 
ternall and ſtable, 

Sn. Thisgroweth a2 ariſeth out of the i imper- 
ſection of wiſedome in them.Buthe1s wiſe indeed, 
thatdoth ſecke and labour to find himſelfe every day 
thus reioycing more and more. 

An, Teach metherefore, I pray thee for Gods 
ſake how a man may beginto enter intothis way N 
to ſeeke it with his heart, 

Su. Firſt of all, hemuſt winde bimſelfe out of all 
defire of worldly buſinel ſes, wealth,and worldly pre- 
ferments, azd that from the heart ; as in deed being 
things that are but additaments, hindering our 
courſe torunne fromall luſttull ſenſualitiethatisvn- 
lawfull. For the earneſt endeuour ofthe Spirit, and 
fleſhly concupilconce, contending one with azether, 


do 


The ſecond Dialogue. 


..: ſtay the courſe of theSpirit 3 and meditation of 


godly matters: 
An, What thing then way. helpe a man, to 
ſeparatehimſelfe from.theſe vnlayfull things? 
'Sn. This ſhall-be done by the helpe of God; By 
the meancs of an vpright life, By obtaining of per- 
 fetion; that is, by truereligious ſeruice, and know- 
| ledgeof thepreceptsof God, andof his Law : By 
relying vpon him ; and bein, g moued according to 
his willand pleaſure. 
. - An, Teachme, for God almighties lake, ont of 
thelaw of our Propher, out of euery. Affora of the 
ſame, ſome certaine perfeRions, which IT may fol- 
| low: and fomeotheroutof the. colirdabiarit 


of God,which I may follow. For the law which was - 
giuen of God muſt needs containeall perfections &_ 


holy rules. 


Sn. This demand of thine doth ſhew, thatthou 


haſt notread the Alkoran. 

An. Why do you fay ſo, ſceing that you 
know thatl loueto reade it at. certaine connenient 
times? 

Su. Thisthereforethou muſtknow, That our 
Prophetdoth ſay,thatthereis notany one manthat 
can ynderſtand the Alkoran: And thathimſelfe alſo 
didnotknow the meaning and expoſition of it:zAnd 
that God alone doth kno the ſence of it. 

An, Moreouer this-is well knowne vntovs. «/, 
Tharour Prophet did go vp into heauen:Andthere- 
fore wee muſt needs know what perfection! he was 
wy of, forthis fauour. 

Indeed himſelfe doth record inthe Alko- 
EB 2 ran, 


A5- 
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The ſecond Dialogue. | 


Eabulapluſ- Tan , That he aſcended vp into the higheſt heaven: 


quam Tal- 
mudica.0ne 
of R.Lumleys 


f Gee = a 


Y 


but he ſpeaketh nor one word of his worth, dignity, 


and pcrfection.But hefaich;That Gabricl ona night 


#didknockearhis gate; and he aroſeour of his bed, 


where he did {leepe with his wife Aiſhaz and he ope- 
ned the gate andthe Angell ſaluted himgand ſaid vn- 
tohim, The peace of Godbe vpon thee and thy 
wife : thou muſt with me govp into heauen, that 
thou maiſtſeeinthis bleſſed night thefecrets of God. 
Now this viſion and journey did neuer befall to any 
fonne of Adam. Irem, he reporteth in the Alkoran, 
That he rode vpon Barak, which was with Gabriel; 
And Barak did ſpeake, ſaying, Thou ſhalt notride 
me, exceptthou wilt promiſe me to pray for me,be-_ 
fore the maieſticof God almightie, andhis excellen- - 
cie. Thenriding vpon bim,he was carricd,as hefaith 
in his Alkoran, ( praiſe be.given to him that led his - 
ſecuant vnto his end) and from thence alſo he went 
vp by ſtaires, cuen vato the very throne of God, as 
he ſaith. hea 

An. Iamamazedart thisthineanſwer, 

SH. Wherefore and for what caule? 

., An. Forthat if we do yeeld to goto heaven,ei- 
ther by Barak , or by any other going vp ,. by the 
meanes of the Angell, 8 by aſcent vp by the meanes 
of ſtatres, as our Prophet went vp by Gods helpe, & 
ſpeciall fauour; then we ſhall never come to hea- 
uen :. becauſe this ſpeciall helpe ſhall not be granted 
toall the world. Furthermore tell me, I charge thee 
in Gods name, ſeeingitis not poſſible to vnderſtand 
the Alkoran, how God Almightie doth command 


thatwe ſhould follow it? And ſceipg the law is nor 


—_ 


- ko 


The PR Diakgw, 
tobeknowne, itis impoſſible alſoro obſerve it. And 
if wewhichdo follow it, do not vnderſtand how to 
keepeit and vſcit; then howisir poſſible to do after 
the will of almighric God,that by the meanes of this 
| law, we may demandof him Paradiſe? 

- $ x. Lfay vntothee,as our Prophet did ſay,ſpeak- 
ing of his ownereligion, ButI willnot declare this 
plainely : For God onely knoweth the ſence of the 
Alkoran: : 

An. Idonotbeleeuethat there was euer any 
other religion in the world but this ,.that was vn- 
knowne to thoſe that were bound to keepe it, and 
to follow it. 

Sn. Withoutall doubr thelaw of Moſes , the 
ancient Prophets, and the glorious Goſpell \ were 
written orderly , and plainely : And therefore. our 
Proptiet in the Aſſora intituled Tonas;faith; If there 
be any doubtto theein religion , Ihave told thee & 
enioyned thee, ſaying Secke the declarationandex- 

ition thereof of them which did reade it before 
wedid :-to wit,of the Iewes, and of the Chriſtians, 
which did reade the Law and the Goſpelll beforcour 
time. . | 

An. Idid never reade the Goſpell, nckber did it 
ever ſeeme good vnto me totakethat labor in hand: 
For doknowthatI ſhallnotbeable toartaine vnto 
irzthatis,to corceixehow thoſe Chriſtians do worſhip 
one God onely ;' andyerthey ſay thar-Chriſt is the 
Sonne of God; Nowthe Fatherandthe Sonneare 
ewo Gods; ſeeing, alſo that God Almighty hath a 
Song not hauinga wife. 


- Sw [f there beno other grows difficulty; thenphi, 
82 deſpaire 


5I. 


The ſecond Dialogue; 


deſpaire not forananſwer is cafily ſhaped to this 


queſtion. For I my ſelfe, was once of this opinion, 
but] wiſhed hsTh might vnderſtad it. And af /ength 
I was fatisfiedand fully perſwaded of it;-for it is a 
thing plaine enough, and itcannotbe denied. : 

An, Inmine opinion Kisa very ſtrange thing, 
that thou ſhoxldft ſay,[tisa matter manifeſt:Butthou 
art a great learne man,and: very old,and thou faidft, 
I was ſatisfied. I intreate thee therefore , for God 
almighties cauſe, ?o/hew me the expoſition of it; that 
I may learne, and make profite by thee. 
Sn. Hearken with the eareof the ſpirit: for ex- 
cept thou 4 /s, thou ſhalt not vnderſtand me. For 
this doth rurne itſelfe vnto almighty God. 

An. Say 0n, GSHBICH, li inrreare thee for 
Gods cauſe. * 

Su. Tfay, Thatthe Chriſtians do confeſſe that 
there is one'God, ſimple, enerlaſting, eternal, 
almightie,juſt,as we Musſlemans do confeſſe. | 
_As.In this Point therefore our confeſſions do 
4 They beydofiy, That the Father,theSonne; & 
the hol web Ghoſt, are but one God: For all —— 
arcon butonediuineefſence.” | 
An. "This do/alſo well vnderftand; - 

' Sx. Thon vnderſtoodiyeſterda y,how that cue- 
ty rationall ſoule of man had three Ervkies, towir, 
Vnderſtanding, Memory,and Will, Yet the man in 
whom this ſoule rs, is no more but one man. R 
An, Thisalſo istrue,anditbehooueth euery man 
to confeſſeſo much, -  * 

"Sx. Idoalfobeleenethar the rayes oftheSunne | 
0 


The fad Dialogue. 


do Ree of it: And Sfanhedrohanedot | 
iſe; Andthat a wonlSiadotm are onofthe vn 


derſtanding vetering it.. 
- An. Allthisalſo1s thare 


Sn, Nowweſay, That hethat begertethi is the 


Father: Andthatwhich is begotten is the Sonne. 


An. Indeedfothey ſay, | :;; "HY 
Sn. So in the ſame manner therefore the Ckri. 


ſtiansdo ſay, That Chriſt was the Sonneof God: 


Becauſe heishis word; and God is the Father ; For 
he was begotten ofhim;as the ſpeech is begotten of 

| Reaſon; andasof the Sunne, the beames, Now. - 
as.reaſon and ſpecch are of one & the lamecſſence; /; 
Andthenature of the Sunneand of his raies areonc/, 
and the ſame: So Chriſt the Sore, with the Father 
hathone and theſamenatures And the eſſence of - 


them isoneand the ſame: And therefore they arebut 
one God, and not two Gods. Nowbecaulſe that our 

Prophetin the Aſſoraintituled _<wweſalairh , Thar 
Chriſt is the word of God, wemuſt needs,ior regard 
of the former demondiraions alittle before: premy- 
| ſea,alfo confeſle, That heis theSonneof God ;| be. 
cauſe he is his word , and 1s borne ofhim: : it follo- 
weth therefore, Thatthere is burone God. Forthe 
eſſence of bothbeing but one; alſothe divinenature 
is but one avd the {ame.. And to: fay withoutany 
ground, Thar God almightic ſhould nothaue.a Son 
without a Vviſe, were meremadneſic: For;Gods a 
very ſpirit : and in this diuinegenerationthere.nee- 
deth no vſe ofa woman, Whoſoeuer denicth this, 
denicthalſo 2»d ſaith,that Godis noraneſtence;For 
in God thereis nodimenſion. He denieth * w 
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The ſecond Dialogue. 


faith, that God dothnotliue. Forhedoth not eate, 


Now this is mere ignoranceanda great madneſſe. 
A ne This is plaine,that God doth noteate to {u- 
ſaine life, as man doth: otherwiſe he ſhould not be 
God. ; | | < 
Sx. And therefore L{ay,ſecing that our Prophet 
doth ſay, That Chriſt isthe word of God, and doth 
namethe word, his Sonne; ( for heis borne of him) 
therefore we mult alſo confeſle, that Chriſt is the 


- Sonne of God. thus then your queſtion is anſwered, 


An. By theſe parables thatchou haſt declared, 
it ſeemeth ſo in my zudgemert: and that it may nor 


| bedenied.For indeed thou baſt expounded the mar- 


ter truly and well:and Iamglad of it,and inallthings 
Lam well ſatigfied. © : 
-- Si, Itoldrhee, Thatthoſe diuine and heauenly 
things which are not ſeene,are not comprehededby 
the vnderſtanding; neither are they conceiued of vs, 
butby the meanes of ſome other creatures of God. 
Au. Well, butI haueanother doubt,and that 
alſo agreatone. It ſeemeth that we cannot reade the 
Moſaicallbookes, for this purpoſe: Andinlike man- 
ner the Goſpell, can we not reade for expoſitions 
andcomments,althoughour Prophet docommand 


wes ct 7 ie 

nw. Howisthis queſtion another doubts 

' An. Thedoubtis, That allthoſebookes were 

altered and Ani 0 by the Chriſtians, eſpecially 

__ nameof ourProphet, as the Muſſlemans doat- 
e. | 


_ 


Sn. Art thou then oneof them which dothinke 


An. 


The ſecond Dialogue. 
Au, Ido verily beleeucasallotherof them do 

belecue. | 
S n. Butthis isa foulc error, for this reaſon one- 

ly : 1f the Moſaicall bookes and the Goſpell had 
benealtered ; orifthey ſhould haue bene one oppo- 
ſite to another, our Prophet would nor haue ſaid, 
That his writings ſhould bee correted by thoſe 
bookes. Andin like manner it cannot be ſaid , Thar 
theywere corrupted, for this one otherreaſon alſo: 
For the Chriſtians and the Iewes are contrary one to 
another, and there was alwaies enmity betweene 
rhem : But the textto them both is but one and the 
ſame. Ina word, the Hebrew text of the Iewes,doth 
agree with the Greeke and Latine zexts word for 
word. Furthermore, after the dazes of our Prophet, 
which was after "Chriſt, ſomewhat more then 600 
yeares, a5 I told thee yeſterday , there were alwaies 
hereticks, as Arians, Neftorians,Jacobites,8: others; 


ſecing thatthey all haue one Goſpellagreeing in all 


points: And for that becauſe in dinerſe languages,in 
. the which they are found written : And that in all 
corners &kingdomes of the world, the rextis found 
ſo to agree,thatnat ſo muchas in one zot ox title they: 


do diſagree; ſeeing it is thus, I ſay, it cannot be iuſtly 
ſaid”, that the Iewes and Chriſtians haue agreed, 


throughout the whole world, of ſuch diuerſe nati- 
ons, to blot ought out of the bookes aforeſaid. Nei- 
- therdothitſatisfiercaſonro ſay, That they haueblot- 


tedoutthe name of our Prophet, who inthe Alko- - 


ran, in many places doth commend Chriſt, and the 
Virgine Mary his mother. Therefore ifthe Chriſti- 
ans had putoutany — would haue put _ 

EY the 
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the name of the lew , which was the cauſe of his. 
deathz or the name of Pilate, who crucified Chriſt; 
- not Mohammed, that commendeth him:. 
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The ſecond Dialogne. 


An. Ifthis be thus, itisconfeſſed by thee, that 
theſe bookes were neuer corrupted; and then, that 
they are bookes which had remained 600 yeares, to 
wit, from Chriſt vnto the coming of our Propher. 

S nu. By theaforcfaid demonſtrations;thou mult 
of neceſlitie ſay ſo, willingly beleexe it, and confeſle 
as much, For the contrary & aduerſe opinion is eue- 
ry + #6 any ſhew of probability,and hath no 

round, 
r Au, Our Prophet,in the Chapter Albakara, faith 
inthe perſon of God himſclfe: We haue ſent downe 
the prophecic of God, and we haue kept zz. Now it 
ſeemeth to me, thatthe meaning of this word Pro- 
phecie, is nothing efebutrhe glorious Goſpell, 

Sn, So zndeed this placeis vnderſtood. 

An. Therefore our Prophet faith zz, thathe alſo 
doth magnifie the Goſpell, and doth according to 
the precepts of the ſame. . . | 

Sn. This is yery apparant: For hedoth highly 
commend it, and faith that it was giuen by God and | 
5s complete and perfect. 

Ax. Thaue readalſo in the Chapter Almaida this 

faying, To have many bookes and ro increaſe them. 
doth profite nothing, - without a fulfilling of the 
Goſpelland the Law, that is;of thatwhich our Pro-- 
phet doth teach in it. BR TRA; 

Sn. By haning of bookes, are fignified the 

Muſilemans : andfo itis vnderſtoodalſo in the Af- 
«and otherplaces 58 
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 Arabicke tongue onely. 


The ſecond Dialogue. 


Aus. We lay, That God Almightic guethe 


Law to our Prophetlaſt of all, as a ſeale of the Pro- 
phets, and complement of the law of thoſe which 
went before. How then is itgiuen vnto the Moſai- 
calllaw and the Goſpelle 0 £10 
Sn, Wedoalſoſay, heisagenerall Propherto 
all Prophets. But wee know that he knew not any 
language but the Arabicke tongue only;neither did 
heſpeakeany other language ; neither had he lear- 
nedany other tongue ; And deed the Alkoran is 
not found wr/#ter inany other language but inthe 


dificultie, v/de/-How this law ſhould be vniuerſall, 


ſeeing that itisnot found written but inithe Arabick 


tongue onely; and for- that this our Prophet could 
not ſpeake any word of any other language: andbe- 


_ cauſe thatheand his law were not for all men,& for 


all creatures or people. 
Sn, Wherefore doyouthinkeſor 


AM 


' Au. BecaufeIdo ſee that God Almighty would 
firſt tharthe Goſpellſhould be for agenerall law to 
 allmen: And therefore God als ue 
ou 


the knowledge of all tongues miraculouſly to his A- 
poſiles, and to his Diſciples and Preachers: Where- 
forethey by & by preacheditrhroughout the whole 
world : © and the Goſpell was written in all langya- 


&. Now this thing was requiſite for vsalſo todo, 


th for the honour of God, and hispraiſe, as alſo 


- fortheſiluation ofourfoules, throughoutallking- 


domes of the world ; ſeeing that our Prophet doth 
fay inthe Chapter Amran, Thatnoone ey 
-— "Y c 


Au. Therefore there remainerh yet another great 
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_ The ſecond Dialogue. 
be ſayed,butby his mediation'or by his law,and not 


\ otherwile; TTY: 


_ Sal told thee,that qur Prophet aith,that himſelfe 
doth not vnderſtand hisownelaw.z but God onely 
doth underſtand it:forhe is moſt skilfull.Who therc- 
fore can teach it, or know how topreach it? 

An, Therefore wedo follow-that, which is vn- 
knowne to vs. Now how much, and how groflcly 
dothey erre, which do not vnderſtand, orhauenot 
heard thelaw 2 Butby your patience I vnderſtand 
that this reaſons not receiued as current. 

Sn. Wherefore? TERY 

Ax. Becauſe thatin the Alkoran theres in truth 
no ſentence written, bur it may be vnderſtoodof e- 
uery one that vnderſtandeth the Arabicke rongue: 
Yeaand thou knoweſt it; forthou had read much. 

Su. Iknow well, but in reſpe& of theloftines of 
the phraſes of our Prophet, I ſpake it, 

An, Butletvs leaue all other demonſtrations, 
and let vs conſider this one ſentence.onely, to wir, 
that ſaying , ( That God gaue his law inthe world, 
which may not be vnderſtood', eſpecially of thoſe 


which followi,t)itis beyond the reach of realon,and 


Su, Truth itis;thatthis is ſtrange: yetit may nor 
be ſpoken of God Almightie. Foran vnderſtanding | 
and iuſt man, doth not command toanotherman,' 
any thing but that which he dothvnderſtand,which 
is within his abilitie,& is poſſible forhim rodo. And 
ſoif God be moſt wiſe andinſt, he will norforcethe 
ſoule toany thing,burthat whichis within compaſſe 
of it. This confeſſion is ſound, and thus we A ro 

oo | eleeue: 


he je ſend SA \ 


beleene; For God is molt wiſe and iuſt x very deed. 


An, YerIcannotbut maruaile,howir cometh 
to paſſe,that our Propher,in his Alkoran,which i i5the 


| law of God, aſcrious matter, as wherein isdeclared 


thereto theſaluation of our ſoules, hath inſer- 
ted in-itſuch-ſmall matters, and ſo impertinent; As 
ofthe Ant,of the Smoake,and ſuch like:for theſe do 
no way further a man in matters of religion or of his 
faluation. I pray you,what profite doyouget by the 
Antthar did ſpeake: ordid not ſpeake,b 6 et. 
thartheheauen was made of the {mqake; and the ” 
ſmoake,of greenethings and of the ſeazAnd thatthe 
ſca doth tun from the mount Kaf, which doth com-,. 
ſethe whole world,and 1 the carth and ſupporterh | 
| the celeſtial orbes? | -.. --».- 

-- Sn. This the Aſtronomers dodenigye all Phi. 
lofophers dojimproue this opinion, Bur therefore 
they are ſpoken parabolically. |  !- 

An, lt za foulc Hamerhgr we thonlaGs fo: 
that'in our:law:Z meane there ſhould; be,any ach 
hap ; that eitherofwiſemen, or of others, ſhould 
betaken as falſe and fabalous: Forthcneuery thing 
ror! remaine doubtfull and vacertaine : neither 
do Lknow, which way or what part-zo Zake, to. 
po , that this law onely.is rue and neceſlary to 
Aluation; ' ſeeingthat wee cannot provethis, Thar 
ir. was demonſtrated. by ! apparant miracles from 
| God. Now ifit ſhall be laid , thatthis Zaw, came 
from God, as the Law of Moles did, which God 
gane vnto Moſes. in mount Sinai, .in the day time, 
with fire, thundring,andgreat lightning , forthels- . 
tisfaCtion- of his people z mr ſaw. and _ 5 

3 an 
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and certainly knew that God gave i#. Thus alſo was 
the Goſpell confirmed by miracles , andgreat won- 

ders, which Chriſt fr f did; then bis Apoſtles, and 
laſtly his Diſciples ; As, the giving of lifevnto the 

dead invall ſorts of men; The giuing of fighrof the 
_ eiestotheblind: hearing tothe deafe;health'torhoſe 
that wereſicke ofariy manner of diſeaſe: as our Pro- 
phet doth alſo witnefſe inthe end of the Chapter Al- | 
maidaof his Alkoran.Laſtly,his aſceſion into heaue, 
by his owne perfe&i6nonely;/ atnoone day: inthe 
preſence of his Apoſtles, of ſuch I meaneas were his 
followers; The coming of the holy Ghoſt vpon his 
Diſciples in the day timealſo; ard that with thun- 
dringandlightning: of the firie tongues; andof the 
Diſciples which did belceveand feare,became blind 
and fearekeſſe; and without any fearedid aſſaile all 
_ thewiſemeti,and learned menofthewhiole world: - 
Su. Ihaucheard 2» uchandallthouhaſt ſaid is 
true: But now I anſwer ſaying,Ido marvaile atthee: 
thon wouldeſt haueall things that our Propherharli 
written to be ſound; and yerlisimſelfe fattb, [haus 
ſpoken 12000 ſayings and ſentences; of which 
3000 onely are true: the reſtare groſle abſurdiries. 
'- An, Iſay oncemore, thatthe Law of God muſt 
be tres there 1mmit beta contrariety #»it. For God | 
is moſtpureanderuciiiſtice, heismoſt wiſe, neither 
is it poſlible thathe ſhould be contrary tohimſelfe a- 
PA, np ot, 
S «x, I do confeſſethat your words are true, and 
yr your porn vr yoa 1 x (op 
died very diligently theſe 40 yeares theſe matters, yet 
I cannot inboet thee, Arg orcoueryout words I 
| cannot 
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cannot but approoue: Well, itis goodthat weleaue 


theſe things thus atthis time. - +, ; | 
A n." It my ſpeech benot burdenſome vnto thee, 
 Ipraytheelet me bring one other doubt , which I 
would faine vnderſtand, and which for the honour 
 andcredit of our Prophet and his law,I wiſh I might 
beraught by thee... Ia 
Sn. LIhavetoldthee,and promiſed thee, roan- 
ſiver thee faithfully 'and truly : and. therefore ſay 
what thou wilt and thinkeſt good, I will heare thee 
willingly. Gb ied 
As. + Amongſt all the goodthingsthatapper- 
eaine toa man, virginity , andpurity: of bodze isthe 


chiefe, and greateſt of all. Fora man is borne a vir- - 


one, and ſo continueth, vntill by the ſuggeſtion of 


 thediudll and vntamedluſt, he is made tofall inte 


the bottomlefle pitof finne. To rv 4 A y 

- S's. .' This zudeed isa ſpeciallvertueand Angeli- 

. callpafeRion. - _ 5 | 

_ An. Itisalfotheperfetion ofmankind: yet /#- 

deed itisnot for cuery one; but for Saints, VVeedo- 
reade in the law-ofElias, that he wasa virgine, and ſo 


did/alway continne::: Moreouerinthe Goſpell wee. 
reade.that Tohn the ſonne of Zachary, and Iohnone 


of the diſciples of Chriſt, were virgines. And indeed, 
_ that which is commended of all and received for 
 trath; andisalſoofourProphetreceinedandgreat- 
 Iy commended, that Mary,thevirgine;the mother 
of Chriſt;vas conceiuedby thelioly Ghoſtzand that 
after thebinthof Chriſtſhealſoremained a maid & 
virgineforcuer as long as ſhelined. Now by this per- 
- fxRion, thatis,by virginitie, itisknownethathe _— 
MM 7 of 
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of God accepted forhis perfeRion. 
Sx. Andthis cuery man doth belcexe and con- 
feſſe: butof this what doubt doſt thou make? : / 
An. Marriethis; ſeeing that our Prophet was not 
a virgine, as other Prophets were, which were pure, 
and beloued friends of God,it muſt needs be thathe 
was one of the company of the ſhameleſſe and void 
ofice:: i oC Sho 0-15, 
Fn Why doeſt thou ſay ſo? what,was he ſhame + 
 keflee* ode c 
A . Ir is not ſufficient to ſay it: but it. ſhall bee 
prooued: forhethatloueth perfeion, he dothnot 
only not doany vilethizg: but he dothnotſomuch 
as ſpeake any misbeſeeming ſpeech. Now ſecing 
that our Prophet did not onely write thathe had 
many. wiues : bur he- writeth alforhat heloued his: 
maide,and lay with her,and thereupon when Aiſha 
his wife wasangry with it and rebuked him, he pro- 
miſed witha great oath,that he wouldabſtaine from 
herbed: Yerafterward in the Chapter Attahrim he 
faith, That God did pardon and diſpence with that 
oath forhim,: by theteſtimonie of Gabriel and Ra+ 
chacl: and therefore atanathertimealſo-helay with 
his maid, notwithftanding his promiſe aforeſaid, 8 
chen his wife ſaid nothing#0z#: Item,inthe Chapter 
70 Alahzabitisreadthathetookethe wife of Zeid-his 
ſeruant,vnto himſelfe. And he faith, peaking it from 
God, that he dothnot feareany man: for God gaue 
we «rod fs that God willed him to lie with the wines ofthe = 
= faithfull; that Prophets might be begotten- by him, 
whenasnotwithſtanding itis cleare, that there was 
” -mO 
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noProphetbegorttenby him : -For hedid not leaue 


. anyiſſue male behind him: Seeing then that our law 


andthe Alkoran is the law of God, which is iuſt and 
holy, how couldourProphetbe abſolued from thar 
oath, which hedid makeconcerning the lying with 
his maid, toſauc himſclfe from the breaking of the 
promiſe to his wife? And wherforedid Goddiſpenſe 
with him, that he mighthaue the wife of Zcid; ſec- 
ing tharchis is not matrimonie,but fornication,adul- 
terie,and iniquity? In the Chapter Bakara, itis writ- 
te atfo,That the wiues of men are a 2 werethe ſeed- 
' fields ofthemen, and eucry man doth ſow his wife 


_. aspleaſethhimbef, Moreouer hefaith, Thatheislu- 


ſtie,and isas ſtrong for carnall copulationgas 40 men 
are, Item, that itis not lawfull for a woman after her 
ſeparation and diuorce, thethird time to come vnto 
her husband againe,except firſt ſhe haue lien with a- 
nother man once. Now this is a thing morevile then 
may be ſpoken: although wedo obſerve ir, like as 0- 
ther precepts ofour Prophet.Now theſe beingtkby 
war © kr et do they beſeemeour law,whic 
was given by God? Therefore I do.demand an an- 
ſwer of thee; tell ze therefore thine opinion concer- 
ningtheſe matters: for will heare thee very gladly. 
Su. Idonotlouetoſpeake ofthis matter : but 
ſceing that] promiſed thee an anſwer, Iwillanſwer 
thee according tomy $kill. I do thinkethar the firſt 
Muſſlemans did not preach our law to any other 


people,by reaſon of theſe vnconuenient things writ- 


teninit. 
An, Nay lfay, that for this cauſe they inbibi- 
tedthe tranſlation of the Alkoran into any other 


G language, 
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language,thati it might notbe vnderſtood of others: 
for then euery Chuiſtian or tew would ſay, thatour 
Prophet did forgethis law , forthat he did lie with 


doth not become a Propher,& one beloued of God: 


for L<:0 doth not louelcachers , and adulterous 
Co 


that whichis agreeabletothe will of God: for that 


vine and ſpirituall contemplation. 
73- An, Now ſeeing we haue yetalong way togo: 
and that the timedoth ſerue well forour conference, 
I would faine askethee one other queſtion, which 
dothnow cometo my mind, and is worth the vn- 
derſtanding. - 
S n. Say on:for I ſeetheetobeofa noble ſpirit, 
and one defirousto honour our law, of which Iam 
es very ghd. 
An. OurProphetin his Alkoran,in the Chapter 
of Diuels, doth ſay, that rhe diucls thall be partakers 


26] 


meanesof his law. Now we doknow tharby reaſon 


all finnes.Moreoner alſo we know, That God which 


taineand true cauſcofall perfeQion, and ofall good 
-- Howthen can any part of the diuels agree 
withhim;ſeeing they are wicked and thelaw of God 
s righteous andgood? =» 
Sn. Without doudttothe cuil ones there agree- 
eth nothing butthat which is cuill: and thereforens 
Wn na” man 


74: 


his maid, and with another mans wife, Now this 


Su. Itoldthee before, Tharthe ſpiritualllife is 
ſenſitiuelife is not perfe&,which doth hinder the di- 
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of hislaw, and many of thediuck ſhall be faued, by 
oftheir frowardnefſſe and malice, they are fallen into 
is good, isalſo the cauſe of all perfection, the foun- 


| The ſecond Dialogue. | 
man can anſwercafily rothisthy obieRion, For the 
diuecls are wickedand peruer{c,and fo wil be alwaies; 
Item, thedifference betweene a ſiofullman,andthe / 
divels is, that a man may repent and returne againe / 
vnto Gods proteion: but the diuels,which are ſpi- 
rits, do neuer alter their mind , neither can they re- 
pent, and ſo be forgiuen: Therefore they alwaies re- 
mainein their wickednefſe and perdition,and ſo for 
euer (hall be accurſed, and eſtranged from the mercy 
| of Gad, and(hallfor everremaineaseuer they haue 75: 
beeneand now are, in Gehenna, 
An. Forthis cauſe our Prophet commandeth, 
that cucry man before prayer, doe vſe the ceremony 
of waſhingand cleanſing for remiſſion offins, and - 
blotting out of his iniquity , whether it be great or 
ſmall. And where there isno water, it may be done 
- with therubbing on of duſt oraſhes, 
 $#, O mygoodſonne,do not ay thatthis thing 
is thecauſe of remiflion & doingaway of finne, For 
forgiueneſle of ſinnes in very deed is this : Theſin- ,,,,,,, c,; 
' ner muſt firſt of all ſee that in the heart there be an ſlians be(oſne- 
carneſt repentance for thatſinnethar he hath com- "*4?? b : 
mittedagainſt the Lord. Then by good workes hee Turke? 
muſt ſatisfy the iudgement of Godand hisiuſtice. 76. 
- Thirdly he muſtreſtoreagaine vnto his brother if he 
haueta ke _ AOAEY, GURNEE a Os 
whether it be by ſtripes, or by robbery,or by rapine. 
And in dced thy waſhings,andcleanfings par ain- 
tings do no whit atall profite him. | 
- An. Butinmineopinion,our Prophet doth not 
command inany place this reſtitution of other mens 
goods taken eway as thou ge But that we - _ 
| 2 a 
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Faſt,Giue almes,Pray, Cloth the poore,and Defend 
ehepriſoners fromthe hand of the wicked. 
Su, Indeed Almes deeds arc good,when they 
are giuen out of our owne goods & our owne ſtocke: 
neither isthat almes allowable whichisgiuvE out ofthe 
goods of another: for Godand iuſtice haue thus de- 


creed. Theceforehow may we dozccording.tothe 


ſentence of the law which fairh, That we muſt give 
of all whatfocuer wedo poſleſſe in goods, one fifth 
part for an almes to God almighty,and to our Pro- 
phet.? CE Wells EC 62-; 
Sn. Ifaythat Goddothnotloneany pattof ill 


| gotten goods, or thoſe that areaccutſed : Therefore 


itis not Jawfull for vs totake thegoods of another; 
and he that ſhall do ſo hurteth himaſelfe.. va 
' An. Thoucareft notmuch whether thou ſpea- 
keſt againſt, or for others: For cuery one of the Mul- 
{kmans doth allow riches and goods gotten by 1a- 
pine, orany other way worſe then this. + 
Sn. | Forthis cauſe Ido doubt greatly how they 


- may beſaued from hell fire. 


An, Tellmefor Gods fake, (ſecingthou haſt 
ſpoken ofthe ſauing from hel! fire) becauſe our Pro- 
phet ſaith in the Chapter Amran, that itis notpof{t- 
ble to be ſaued, butby hislaw : and inthe Chapter 
Albacara,he fayth;That the Iewes and the Chriſtians 
thall be ſaueds how theſe do agree? ng! 


repugnancy betweene theſe two ſpeeches. 
An. Seeingthatthe Chriſtians and Iewes ſhall 
be ſaued;. wherefore doth. our Prophet command, 
thoſe thardo notbelceue his law-ſhould be ſhine? 

"A | aa 


SH. - Thereisz» truth a manifeſt oppoſition and 


| The ſecond Dialogue. 
- or that they ſhould pay tribute and poll-money? 
Sn, Thisallo iscontrary to his owne cepiNg: For 


inthe Chapter Albacarahe writeth, that, [nthelaw 


of God there is no oppreſſion. - 6 24M 
An. And out of theſeſayings, in which theze is 
| fuchcontradiQtions, there can no anſwer be made to 
my demands. | | 
Sn. Where isthere not fome contradiion? Ag 
in that Afſora, where he writeth, that the diſciples of 


Chriſt did ſay to him, thatthey were Mohammeds. 


| followers,he wricethalſo, that God faid to Mohi; 
that he was the firſt that wrote the Alkoran. Now if 
this be true, then that cannot which followeth ; v:- 
delicet, That the diſciples of Chriſt did not fallow 
Mohammed, For the Diſciples of Chriſt were be- 
. fore Mohammed 600 yeares. Therefore this alle- 
gation is falſe. For they did not follow the Alkoran; 
becanſe it was not written at thattime. bs 
An. AndIalfodoafhme,thatinthis thereis not 
onely a contradition,but a meere falſhood,oppoſed. 
to the truth it ſelfe, and a// hiſtories, Y 


S a. Therefore it were very goodand expedicnt that | 


the Muſflemans ſhould reade a4 old writers , to wit, 
_ the Goſpell, the Law, 8& the Pfalmes, for themani- 
feſtation of the truth. For our Proph.doth comend, 
as is ſaid before,the bookes of Moſes;which are moſt 
methodically written fromthe creation of the world: 
and the Goſpell,which isnamed of ourPro.the raies 
ofthe ſpirits and prophecy of Almighty God. Sce- 
ing that our Prophet doth commend theſe bookes, 
therfore he ſheweth that healſo did read theſe books. 
Au. Ido not confeſſe ſo much. For he did not 
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know any other butthe Arabicketongue onely : yet 


by aninterpretour heheard that which is conteined 
inthe bookes of the Iewes and Chriſtians.  _ 
Aun. If they were not learned and vprightmen,it is 
to bedoubted whether they haue in thoſe things,by 
reaſon of their ignorance, ſpokenthe truth, or haue 
notaltered the words, a ſo now they arenotas they 
were: andtherfore by reaſon of their peruerſeneſle, 
they ſpake contradictions. pots 
Su. Itmaybe thatboththe one and theother 
are falſe.Butby reaſo of our faith, we muſt begroun- 
ded in thetruth,and giueour ſclues to thereading of 
thoſe bookes: For this may be a meanes to expound 
our law ; and we may learne by theſe bookes how 
toanſwer our doubts, ofthe which weas yet are ig- 


A ts Now thison our part, isa foule ſhame: for 


webcing forbiddeto take delight in any thing wher- = 


in there arefound any fables, dobecomeallo igno- 
rant of thoſe things which might turneto the ſaluati- 
on of our ſoules, which we ought eſpectelly to know. 

Sx. Andthereforecuery learned man ought to 
giue his minde with all carneſtneſſe to ſtudy, and to 


_ forſakevulgaropinions. Forto morrow or-ſtraight 


after tomorrow weſhalldy : and then what gaine 
haue we made,if we hauenotlearned the truth, and 


todoaccording to the approbation ofthe willofthe 
 almightyand bleſſed God? Had 


 » Aus Iamdeſirousto ſtudy,that I maylearne to 
do asthou fayſt : butmine vnderſtanding doth not 
reſt 8 rely on parables, thingsnot tobe vnderſtood, 
or vpon old ſtories.For in theſe things my —_ 
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dethno profitenor contentment. And indeed I love 

& defirerhat knowledge thatis profitable vntofaith 

= religion, and dependethvpon the myſtcriesof 

_— God: AndIdefire to reade that which is is 
rmed by great miracles. 

Sn. Nowin redo of our prophet it is not writ- 


tenthatany thing was confirmed by miracles:For he 


himfclfe doth conteſſe, thar God did notgiue him 


thegiftof miracles -  burthe knowledgeand /kz of 

| warreonely, 
_ Sh, For miradeszreindeede 1009904 renee 
: et,and of prophecy : and of thepreachers of 
He wil of God ay, which louerth goodnes,&& 
commandeth men to louconeanother. But war ,by 
whichthe wotld is oppreſſed & killed,and men are at 
oreat verience and ſtrife,it isthe inſtrument of Satan 


all exiltand troubles. 
Sn, Andindeed our Prophet didnot worke any 
miracles: Butthe workesof God toward _— 
- med were miraculous. 
An. Whatwerethey ? 
Sn. Thecoming of the A 
was a great miracle : Item,the con 
barak with him; Item, that in one moment and / / 
the rwinkling of an eic he went that journey, to - 
wit, from Mecha vnto Ieruſalem ; where he found 
al the Prophets which long fince wereatrelt: where 
her did call ypon them, and pray forthem. 


our Prop 
Item, hisviſis ofthe Stayres from theearth ymohea- 


uen. Item, bis going vp withthe Angel vnto heaven, 


cuentothe throneof God, and from chenceto God 
himſeife, 


Na vnco birgite, - 


which isthe enemy of goodnes 3 and isthe cauſcof | 
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The ſecond Dialogue, 
himſelf pf who hereceiued great fauours,as he ſaith. 
Au, Sceing thatthou calleſt theſe things, miracles; 
anſwer meto this one other queſtion of mine,which 
may bedemanded of any ſkilfulland vnderſtanding 
man,which is this;Our Prophet ſaith, All that before 
is ſpoken of, was done in one night, and yerncither 
his wife nor his maide did fee Gabriel, Moreouerhe 

faithalſo, ThatthePrcophets which came, were the 
dead Prophets : Neither doth he ſay, that ſome of 
them were liuigg. Wherefore if one ſhould now ſay, 
That none of alt cheſe things were true; but were fai- 
ned by him, that men-might belecuehim, &his pro- 
phecy;what ſhalbe for an anſwer vnto this £ For we 

haueno witneſſes nor confirmation from the liuin 

bur he onely doth ſpeake, and record, and alſo write 
ſo of himlelfe. | 
S x. Hethatbelecuethnot theſe things,doth not 


© likewiſe belceue thathe was abſolued by God, con- 

cerning his oath that he made vntohis wife: becauſe 
he ſaith, Gabriel and Rachael did onely teſtifie this; 
and it is alſo ynknowne, For he ſaith, This is ſolitary, 


and no man euer ſaw it; neither can we aſke of any 
ofthem, whether this be true or falſe. . 


_ 


Au. This alſo is neceflary and worthy tobe vnder- 
ſtood &confidered of, how hee deſcribeth the orbes 
. fromthebeginning of the ſphere vnto theend of the 

ſame: where heſayth, The firſt ſpheare is madeof 
pure filuer : andthe Starres are hanged vpon the 
firſt ſpheare by chaines made of braſſe : The ſecond 
ſpheare of pure gold : The third of precious ſtones or 
pearles : The fourth , of a Smaragd, : The fifth, of 
pearles : The fixth,of 4/4ha/, Now all this is NS: 

| * 5 0 


: The ſecond Dialogue. 
ted by the Aſtronomers,and Philoſophers: for Gold: 
Siluer,and Gemmes, or pret/ous Stonesarethicke bo- 
dies, and our eyes do not ſee through them, per 10+ 
dum tranſparentie : that is, it is not poſſible that our 


ſight ſhould paſſethrough them, from one to ano- 


ther. Andthis isapparent : For the body of the Sun 
5 inthe fourth ſphcare,and yet itenlighreneth all the 


world : And Metcury isin the ſecond; Venus in the 


third: Mars,in the fifth: Tupiter,in the ſixth : Saturnc 
tn the ſeuenth : TheStarres in theeight 5 which by 
reaſon that they go into certaine clouds they are oft- 
times not ſeene of vszas the Sun alſo,whethe Moone 
falleth betwen it & vs. Now if our Prophet weretrue 
in this ſaying of his ; that is, if the ſpheares were of 


Gold, and fiſuer,8&: Gemmeszthoſe things could not 


be ſeene of vs. But wedo ſeetheStarres, the Sunne, 


the Moone, andthereſt ofthe Planets : and there-' 


fore, as wehaue ſaid , this is falſe, and he is not true 


' in his word. And ſomay it be faid of his communi- - 


cation with the Angell:of his aſcenſion into heauen, 

and other falſhoods of his.Forall this fell out in one 

- ight,andthat without teſtimony of any witneſle a- 
les 4:4 FL. - 

' Su,” Hethat willthusgo on by way of ſolid de- 


* monſtration,will deny alſo theaides,ghe cogitations, 
& ſuggeſtios, which God gaue to him in that night, - 


as he ſaith... | 
An. Thisalſois ſolid in mine opinion. Forit is 
denied of euery mangenerally, to wit, that God did 


-touchhim with hishand, and did make him cold, as 


our Prophet doth write. 
Sn, Why isthisdenied 7 
oy lo An, 


38, 
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_- An. Becauſethat euery one doth know,that God 


5a by eſſence,not having any body: yer he faith, 
od did touch his hand; atriibuting to God 


hath a body, attributing to him alſo coldneſle. Allo, 
he ſaith, That he hath quality and quantity : and he 
attributeth to God quality which is a»zexed to qua. 
tity : which notwithſtanding God is freefrom, and 
itisabſurd to ſay otherwiſe : For that were a great 
ſcandall and hereſieznay it were Atheiſme. 

Sn. Idoſee thatourconference gocth beyond 
our ground, and therefore ir ſhall be better to make 
anend, & leaue this argument forthis time,and con- 
fcrreof jome other mater, | 


An.  Yetofthisoftrimes we ought to conferre, 


forknowledge of the truth, and to beable to diſtin- 


guiſh truth from falſhood : that a man may be made 
good, and not bad. Andifwedonotthus, we ſhall 


walkwithoutknowledgelike blinde men and fooles; - 


and we ſhall leade our life in this world,as beaſts and 
vnreaſonable creatures do. Now this were ſhameful, 
and the way vnto the deſtruRion of the ſople, 

Sn, Idodclireby all meanes, that we leaue this 
communication, ſpeech, conference, or argumients, 
vmill another z2zeamd place. ForT do ſtudy the Al- 
koran and other bookesferioully and diligently, and 
I finde many abſurd things, without ſence, and a'fo 
ſuch as arenot confirmed by miracles : Yea there are 
1nnumerableand infinite ſuch things astheſe inthe 
Alkoran and in our law,whichare repugnant & con- 
crary one to another,and are oppoſite to all Philoſo. 
phers and Aſtronomers; and muchalſo which bath 


4 


no 


, The ſecond Dialogue. 
noground , or proof e from demonſtration ; nor yet 
isconfirmed by manifeſt miracles from God : and 
therefore let our conference endat this place ſeeing 
 that[ ſeethe pilgrimes do1fay , and diſpoſe of their 
tents and luggage where they m eane to reſtthem- 
ſelues: Lervsallo doas they do; and letvsbeneere 
oneanotherhere; and to morrow,by Gods grace, we 
ſhall have rimeto conferre againe of this matter:and 
thenlet vs ſpeake of fuchthings as may alſo concerne 
vs to know forour faluation. | 

An, When we haue a purpoſeto conferre of things 


which are the fountaine of profite, and alſoneceſla- 


ry vnto our ſaluation;l beſeechthee,ler vs go alwaies 

rogether : bur for this time lervs reſt, in the name 

of God,and to morrow if God Almighty fay, Amen, 
we will meet, and confere together. _.. 


The endof the ſecond Dialogue. 
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 Thethird Dralogue. 


la ARRenq Your conference had on theſe 
An. &| |S) ) 8) two laſt dayes iourneyes I per- 
—< 5 ctiue apparentlie , that our vn- 
@ derſtanding is like vnto afield 
£6 orſtony ground,which when it 
ts welliilled, doththruſtour8& 
bring forth fine flowers and pleaſant fruites : but 
whe itlieth waſte,there growcth in thatJand 8& field 
ought but weeds, buſhes, and euill plants, good for: 
nothing. FEI PEOPLE | | 

SH. This ſimilitude is good : but tell me what 
thou meaneſt by the Flowers, and Fruires of the vn- 
derſtanding ? And what thou mcaneſt by Plants 
good for nothing 2 | 


A n. By Flowers I do giue to vnderſtand , gol 
thoughts axd cogitations: By Fruites, good workes, 


which are perfe&t, ardaredoneof good men, and 


ſuch asare trve belecuers : By Buſhesare vnderftovd 
eutll cogitations whichare conceiucd againſt vs,and 
hurt our good name. Laſtly,by Soc ate wecds, 
are vndeiſtood bad deeds,which do ggrowout of the 
peruerſe heart of man,whicttislike vntoa ſtony field, 
thats vntilied, and neuer cometh neare vnto perfec- 

t10N, : : | 
Sn. Andlintruthdo vnderſtand thatour confe- 
rencehathbeene likea text expounding out of our 
oe law 


A —— ; 
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Jaw, many ſubtle things; as alſo out of other bookes. 


commended andallowed by our Prophet, 

An, Andbythis meanesI'do know my ſelfe,our 
of thy conference aforeſaid : for I haue betore this 
heardthatour vnderſtandingsare perfeRted by the 
conſiderations of theſubtleties of the law, which do 
drive out vaine & cuill thoughts,which do ot worke 
any good worke, _ E: +408 

Sn, Becauſel ſeerhou takeſt pleaſure in theſecon- 
ferences ; and that thine vnderſtanding is enlightned 
with theſe fine ſpeculations, I do loue alwaies to con- 
ferre with thee : For I am delightedand very much 
pleaſed with the fludy of good bookes,and the ſpecu- 
lation of fpirituall thing:1I delight alſo-abone meaſure 
in thy ſpirituall fruite, and thou contenteſt me well. 

An. Iwouldto God 1 might heare thee continu- 
ally,that I might remaine in thy ſervice and preſence 


alway, for the increaſe of learning 8 knowledge, For - 


irdoth alſo appeare that thou art good forall things, 
and loneſt learning. 

Su:'That we ſhould be alwaiestogether,it is impol- 
ſible, ſeeing thatto morrow we muſt part, for all our 
Care: es if it pleaſe God,in theſe ſpeciall points 
we will reſt content Butit is againſt my wil. For this 


thy loue tocomprehend all briefly. cannot be found. 
inall men, For euery man forgetteth himſelfe, 'and 
his minde alſo inclincth vnto the lone of this tranſt- 


toryworld and delights of the fame, (8 reniueth not 
according to the conceipts oftheſoule,) thelaſts of 


which do ſpoile the body,andpollute the ſoulezand, | 


ina word,dokill the ſoule and body too. 


_ © Ano Andfiſtofall,which of vs is/berethat doth 


H 3 thinke 
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- 


thinke any thing els,but hurtfull pleaſures and world- 
ly glory,which do paſſeaway, as the clouds and ſha-. 
dow dopaſſe 2 For i#deed there is not any-man that 
doth glory in ſpiritualland heauenly pleaſures;and as 
for life eternall, and the true life of the ſoule,no man 
conſidereth irany whit. © 


Sn. For Almightie Gods ſake let vs call ro every 
man of the world ro do ſome of theſe things, that he. 
may enlighten their minds and hearts,that they may 
know errour and fin,in whichthey do perſiſt, & that 
they may riſe from warldly care,and ſtaine of iniqui- 


_ ties,in which they ſtand cuen vp to the necke ; that 


they may deſire with all earneſtneſſe, and true vnder- 


-ſtanding, tro conceiue the counſails of God, which 


they (hall learne in his holy law. - 
A n. See: euery good thought, true deſire, and 
good fruite, doth grow outof the knowledgeof the 
holy law. En rofl THe 
_ Sx, Withoutdoubt, whoſoeuer doth not know 
the law,they areblind inthelightof vnderſtanding as 
he thatis blind in the bodily cie doth alwaies ſtumble 
in the way,and of himſclfe at all times doth fall into 
perdition, LE ae ah. | 
An, Itis manifeſttherefore in what danger allneg- 
ligent menare,and ſuch asare ignorant of the law of 
God.. Now thefe are many : For they do nor ſticke 


_ but\ntothe prideof.the world, toworldly honour, 


and all manner of riches:as if in this world we ſhould 


alwaies haue our being and abiding; whenas wedo - = 


ſee that this day weliue,and tomorrow we are dead. 
O monſtrous folly, miſery, and great miſchiefe! 
Sn. Vpon'thisTallo do confeſſe, thar there is 

Ros HR | _ found 
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found in my heart alway ſome heauineſſe,deieQion, 
and great melancholy : For in euery place there are 74; .re 145 
men clothed ſo proudly, and fcorntuily; alſo, every #7 four 
- man ſtudicth oxely how to getriches and money : la-* 
| boreth ro get wiues,ſeruants,{laues,and other world- 


mes, 


\ ly commodities which aretranſitory : and very few | 
are found, which do delight in reading the bookes of g.,. 


 theholy law; in which therearecuerlaſting treaſures, 
u_ perperuall riches both of our foules,and eternal! 
te, | 
As. I do confeſſe,that many do excuſetheraſelues, 
ſaying, That our law is metaphoricall; and therefore 
it ought not to beread. = | 
S n.. This indeed is very truce; Thatin it there are 
metaphors and ſubtleties : yet our Prophet doth nor 
ſay; That itisnot to beread ; neither doth he forbid 
vs toknowit. Buthe addeth this, That itis withour 


any profite. Yet in the title Tonan, heſayth, If you * 


haue any doubt of them,I hane giuethem vntoyou, 
urn yethe ſolution therfore of your metaphors vnto 
the doctours and expoſitours, that js,ro thoſe which 
haue read the bookes before you, and haue knowne 
the bookes of the Iewes and Chriſtians, which haue 
beene giuen tothem before vs ;.45 the bookes of Mo- 
ſes, andthe Goſpell, For theſe bookes are commen- 

ded by our -Propher in many places3 and thathis 


commendation is true: For they are i» very deedho- - 


ly bookes. - EX 
| Aa. Butour learned men do fay, that theſc books 


were changed : and therefore we,es I do vnderftand, 

. donotſecke after thoſebookes.- NT 

Sn, Yeſtcrdayalſo thou toldſt measmuch, This 
| Fes | +12 i 
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is afoule fault of our men, the Muſſlemans 1m 
nay I dare boldly affirme jt tobe a grofle errour, ſee- 
ing that all theſacred bookes haue bene found from 
the beginning in all languages, andin all kingdomes, 
and fceing that euery one of them doagree one 
with another. Moreover, it is incredible. Forour, 
Prophet doth ſay,that we ought torecciue the expo- 
fition anddeclaration of thoſe aficient bookes ; And, 
that they were changed at that time, or at this time, 
our Prophet doth not ſay any ſuch wotd : and there- 
fore thou oughteſt not to ſay ſo. Foritis far from the 
opinion of men of ynderſtanding : and beſide that,it 
i5a groſſe crrour, Tt 
Fi 1. VWhatisitthen that thou wouldeſt ſay? and 
what is it that our Mufſlemans ſhould learne 2 
S , I would ſay Becauſe theſe bookes ate giuen 
of God, as it is maniſeſt toall the world: and that for 
morethen 600 yeares beforeour Prophet was bornez 
this our Muſſlemans ay tobeleeue, Thatthoſe 
books were true; 6 that they do cotaine true things; 
and that they were as they are,agreeing in all langua- 
ges:For one and the ſame truthis inall /hexmouthes 
alwales. | , 
An. Thouſaiſt true, and1I doverilie belecue ſo. 
| Sn. Andindeedthisoughteuery man to beleeue, 
that is, we & all Muſfflemans whatſoener. And with- 
out doubt weare bound to reade all bookes which 
our Prophet hath giuen commendations of. For out 
of all doubt, when our Muſſlemans do vnderſtand 
our law as they ought to vnderſtandit, they will or- 
dertheir conuerſation and liues vnto that end ad 


purpoſein which our ſoules may findetrue and cter- 
nallreſt. | KA 


The third Diabgue. 

Au, Trulyitwerea good thing,thatall the world 
with one mouth would beleeueand confeſſe,Thatas 
 Godis one, ſoalſothe way whereby wecomevnto 
him is onez not many, as mendo fay and determine. 


- Sk. Menare not the cauſe arid authours of this 


difference and ertour. Re 


An, Who was thecauſe of it then? 713) EY 


S x. The Divell, who is the authour and cauſe of 
all lies : and he which followeth this diverſity, doth 
walke in the paths of the Diuel, which as an oppoſed 
aduerſary to God Almighty , doth labour to ſeduce 
men fromthe true way, thata man may notcome 
vnto the truth , from this deſtruQion and terrible 
miſleading, whichatlaſt will caſt our ſoules into Ge- 
henna” L096 57, 

Au: Tell me,[ adiure thee by God Almighty,The 
ancient Prophets , which were from the beginning 
ynto the timeofour Prophet, what ? did they agree 
between themſelues?ForT haue heard thatthey were 
' notall of them inone time : butthat ſome of thews 
werein one age, and ſome in anothet age. And ſome 
of them ſpeake of one thing,and ſome of another, 

S u. Herehence allo it appeareth plainely , that 
they were in very deed the Prophets of Gad,8& were 
enlightenedand taught of him. For all their ſpeeches 
_ tendvntooneandthe ſamernd and purpoſe, thatis, 
to remoue menfrom the ſeruice ofidoles, which had 
| theirſeruice after the manner and forme of the very 
true God: Andall of them with one coſentpreached 
and declared the coming of Ieſus, thatis, of Chriſt, 
which was borne of Mary the Virginezand ofthe ho- 
ly Ghoſt,as outProphet dothalſo mar 

| He 
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A u, Yeſterday alſo thou faidſt, Thatfromi the birth 


hy 


of leſus Chuiſt, vnto thebirth of our Prophet there 


paſſed:/600yeares.' :_ Sb voy peg 
S a. Soitis,and inthattime thereligion of Chriſt 
(by the miſery and afflition of the Martyrs giving 
teltimony)paſſed intoall the world:and the glorious 
Goſpell was alſo written inalllanguages. | 


An. lLwouldfainevnderſtand whether that inthe 


interim of that ſixe hundred yeares betweene Chriſt 
and our Prophet , there were ſent any other Propher 
from Almighty God vnto the world ? | | 

S nu.» Know thou, that all the Prophets were ſent 
from God at ſundry times, and haue preached and _ 
taught the very true God; and have declaredthat- 
Chriſt was the end & the accompliſhment of the old 
Law, andthe beginning ofthe new Law. Andthe 
laſt of theſe Prophers was Iohn the ſon of Zachary, 
which did not onely forctel of Chriſt;but did preach 
of his birth, 8 did point him out with his finger,whe 
he faith,This is the Lambeof God. And when all the 
ſayings of the Prophets, ofthe comingof Chiiſtthe 
holy one, which wasthe argumetof theirpreaching, 
were ended; not ſo muchas one more was ſentfrom 
Almighty God.in thefe 600 yeares : yeaneither will 
hefendany other Propher: for there was noneed of 
any other Propher, when Icfus was come, which 
was the Prophet'of Prophets,  andrheir Lord : And 


ſeeing that an him a!l the ſayings of the Prophers - 


are accompliſhed, there ſhall come onely in the laſt 
ime, Antichriſt, which isnamed Dagial: And after 
himfhalleomeTefas indiis glorienoiodgerhe quicke 
andthedead:andto'giuethotairhfiil mdygood - G5, 

" |  Paradilc; 
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Paradiſe : and to the froward and ſinners, grieuous 
rormenesin Hel. he nn get 
'An. This good conſent amongſt the Prophets, 
andthiscnd alſo, which is the argument handled b 
themall , to wit, ofthe comingof Chriſty isa matter 


worth-the con/ideration,and I do confefle that Incuer , 


heard of it before, nor ynderſtood ir, 

Sn, Hethat is ignorant of theſethings doth walke 
' onindarkneſſle, Ks 
Aw. Incuerheard that Tohnthe ſonne of Zacha- 
rias was the laſt ofthe Prophets, & the ſeale of th7 all: 
and therefore I haue wondered how he, amongſt vs 
Muſſlemans,became ſo famous, and his name ſo ho- 
 norable : and whereforethe day of his nativity, in all 
parts of the world, is kept holy. 


Y 105, 


Sn. What wonder isit, when thou heareſt of his 


excellency which he hadaboue all the Prophets? to 
wit,thathe did behold and point our alſo toothers 
 whoitis,which ofall the holy Fathers and Prophets 
was deſired to be ſcene, towir, Iſay, or Teſus Chriſt 
that was foretold of all the Proph. & was agreed vp6. 

Au. Seeing then that hegto wit, lohn,was the ſea- 


ler vp of the ſayings of the Prophets:and that all cherry 


IO6, 


_ ſayings were fulblled by reaſon of the coming of _ 
* Chriſt, there wasnoneedthar there (houldbe any. 


thing ſpoken by any new Prophet - forthere remai- 
neth not any thing that ſhould be foretold by him. 
Sn, Thouan right,and thou artwell inſtructed: 
andthe bookes areplaine, and whoſocuer willreade 
diligently,ſhall find it ſo, and he ſhall know thetruth, 
and there ſhall remaine no other ſcruple tohim. 
An. Andtheſeare thoſe things which eyery one 
| I 2 ought 
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ought to know :&the books which do ſpeak of theſe 
things oughtto be read of all we, This is that which 
may not be ſpoken of thoſe books in which there are 
icſting ſpeeches, and worldly vanities,altogether vn- 
proficable. ; 


Sn. Truth iris, this 'is,a great madnefſſe of this 


world : for we know that our Prophet did commend 
all the Mofajcall books,& the books of the Prophets, 
and beyondall compaſſethe glorious Goſpell ; And 
he ſaith, Theſe bookesareas it werean expoſition of 
the figures of our law: & yet we do contemne them, 
8 do not tranſlate,nor turne them into our language, 
that we might view them. 5 

An. And it bechooueth every one of vsto conſider, 
ſeeing that our Prophet ſaith, Thatthey are ſacred 8& 
good bookes, and were giuen of God, whether he 
ſay true orno. If he ſay true, then we ought to reade 
them for profite ſake.It he donot ſpeake truth,where- 


fore do we fſay,that our Prophet & true? But without 


doubrthe hiſtory is ſo, For the world from 60s yeares 
before our Prophet , as we haue ſayd, did know zz: 
and that before theſe bookes. And theverity and 
truth of them,doth teſtifie that they are holy & good. 
Sn, Alſo, I'doaffrme, that our Prophet in the 
Chapter A/mardz doth fay theſe words, That the ſtu- 
dy of this booke isal:ogether vaine,if withal the Goſ- 
pell & the law be not obſerued: Therfore the Muiſle- 
mans -wſfvnderſtand theintention of this booke, 
An. Thouſpakett .inour laſt conference yeſter- 


day ofthis placez which is indeede worthy of conſi- 


deration: for the words arecleare and plaine. 
Sn. And becauſeI do ſeethatit is aneceffary place 


ther 
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therefore if the wards bee ſo. perſpicuous, 1ſfay to 
thee againe the ſecond timein ſober ſadnes,that thou. 


and allſuch as thou art ought to obſerue ze well, and 
that for good reaſon: forour Propher ſpeaketh theſe 
words,and yet we do nottranſlate them. 

' An, This was for ourdiſobedicnce. Andfor our 
otherfins, Ido belecue thatour Pro oper ſpake theſe 
words vnto his ſearics,thatis,You ſhal be ſeparated 

farreoff from me vnto the ſeuenty three generation, 
and one onely ſhall enter into Paradiſe : thereſt all 


| of them ſhall goto the fire. 


Sn, Burl faytothee, thatin the chapter Mary he 
faith thus, That all the Muſſlemans ſhall 0 Into 
the fire: and of this I am afraid: Forin aſmuch as 
he faith, All, no oneis excepted - and therefore it be- 
hoauerhvs inthis ourlife,to conſider oureſtates,and 
ro Jabour withgreat endeuour,thatwe donor goin- 
to Gehenna, andeternall perdition. _ 

An, Weaccordingto theſaying of our Prophet 


are moreabhominablethen the Iews and Chriſtians: 


forin the Chapter Baccarz he ſaith, That the Iewes & 


Chriſtians ſhallgo into Paradiſe. . 

S. Andinthe Chapter Abraham he ſaith, That 
notany one ſhall go into Paradiſe,but by the meanes_ 
of our law, Now this is contrary to the former ; and 


- truthisnor figuredour- by contrarieties z. bur i in the 


Alkoran,in many places,you ſhall finde contrarieties: 


Andtheſe contrarieties amongſt vsare the cauſe of - - 
ther bretiſh opinions, Now this doth nor fall out to 


thoſe thatreadethe glorious Goſpell,and do informe 
themſelues after the precepts thereof, But it is mani- 


feſt, that good Chriſtians, when they are foundin 
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any tentation 8 miſery ofthis world, atthat inſtant 
rheir ſoules are repleniſhed with the loue of God,and 
in the ſenſe thereof they do exceedingly reioyce. 
Au. This reioycing and this power,which isin the 
ſoules of the Chriſtians, in the midſt-of miſerie and 
rentatis in this world,is demonſtrated from that glo- 
ry andthe bleſſedneſle, which God will giue them 
for cuer, thatis, Paradiſe. Evers arg 
Sx. OurProphet in the mn Almaida ſpea- ' 
keth altogether c6trary to that which thou wow ſpea- 
keſt, For he in that Chapterdothſhew,that the Iews 
and Chriſtians ſhall notbe the ſonnes of God, nor a- 
ny of his friends. And this is manifeſt by the miſe- 
ry and oppreſſion inthis world which God dothlay 
vpon them for their ſinnes. | 
Au. Now in mine opinion,from henceitcannot 
beargued,thatthey are notthe friends of God : But 
whatis thine opinionof this matter * 
S x. With methatis firme and goodthatis recei- 
ued amongſt theleamedin general), and of the wiſe- 


- menofthe world; thatis,Thatthe Iewes were afflic- 


tedof God, and were diſperſed, as it doth appeare 
plainely, xoooyeares agoand more;andthat they are 


- withouta Temple, without ſacrifice,and without a 


Prieſt, for thisſin of apoſtaſic onely, whichthey did 

doagainſt Chriſt, which was the Word ofthe eucrla- 

Ring - pain eternall Sonne, as I ſhewed-thee 

© <a _ 

4 An. What doſtthou ſay then of the affliQions of 

the Chriſtians,which Godlayeth vpon them? © 
Sn. This is not like vnto the miſery of the Tewes: 

for inall thatreligion, the Chriſtians have aPrieſt, 8 
TOE Churches: 


The third Dialogue. o 
Churches:and they do facrifice their ſacrifices, praiſe 
God, and his glonous name, not onely in the 
place wherethey haye the ſolecommand;butalſoin 


Conſtantinople, Egypt, Arabia, in Ada the new,* in hai, he | 
the Sea, and in all quarcersof the world. Therefore "= 


we ovght to ſay , thattheir miſcries do teſtific the 
- Tone of God toward them,as Salomon the wiſe doth 
affirme, when he ſayth, Thata good father doth cha- 
ſtiſe his fonne whom he loucth, very much:and Da- 
_ - vidthe Prophet ſaith, The good through many mile- 
ries & great tentations ſhall enter into the kingdome 
of God: And moreouer, That the good aretried of 
God as thegold which is tried in the fire. And there- 
fore], when Ido ſee man in fclicity in this world; 
and according to his defire to ex/oy worldly matters, 
without any croſſeat all, cuen at that inſtant I am a- 
fraid ofhim. For David the Prophet allo ſaith, I have 
ſcene thewicked exalted and magnified ; and1wene 
out, and he was gone; and 1asked aſter hiw, andhe 
was notto be found , and there was nobGgne of his 
placein thewhich be had bene.- Therefore the ſay- 
mes which arein the Chapter Almaida, cannot fig- 
- Nifie., thatthe Chriſtians, -þy reaſon of themiſery 

whichat ſometime they do ſuffer are northe ſonnes 

_ norfriendsof God:burirdoth teach thecantrary; & 
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pels,: ofmen,; andoeherlivingcreatures : and when 
Saloms found the Ants innumerable as thegunning 


watcts, 
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waters, he commanded one ofrliem to gointotheir _ 
holes : and after that it ſpake with Solomon , and 
laughedalſo,as it isrecorded inthat Chapter. 

Su. I doknow that this is recited in that Chapter; 
but Ido not know what I may be ableto ſay vnto 
thineanſwer : forI do notvnderſtand che meaning 


An. Ido wondergreatly at theegwhythou canſt 
not vnderſtand this thing, ſeeing#hatit is ſo plaine. 
Sn, Rethatwilltake this as CY; to him it 
may be plaine. - Jo 
An. How can itbe »»derſtoodas a parable,ic not 
being in itowneſnature true? Forneither had Solo- 
mon axy ſuch army, neither did the Ant ſo miracu- | 
louſly ſpeake orlavgb. : 
Sn. Ido maruell at thee :' for thou doeſt ſhew 
thy ſelfeto haue little vnderſtanding ; inthat thou 
doeſt notknow that Solomon, which was the ſon of 
David,did neuer leuy any armies, neitherof Angels, 
nor of beaſts: but he was very learned, and of great 
wiſcdome, as itappeareth by hisſpeeches and books. 
and that it was he which builethe Temple atTeruſa- 
vu For he was ſo commanded by Godin the ſame 
loriousTeruſalem : butthere isnorecord made by 
himofany army,or offuchan Ant,or of any ſuchmi- 
racle with the Ant or ofthe beaſts... 
An, Thereforei it mayalſo wellbe ſaid.this hiſto- 
isnot ſound; which isrecorded inthe Alkoran. 
nd this wasone of thoſe wormes which did mani- 
feſt the death of Solomonto the Diuels. 
Sn. Initalſo, AsTthinke,is recorded many things 
like tharof the Ane:forini itisrecorded;that ed, 
ied, 


4 


© gdied,andyetremainedleaning 
the Diuels which did miniſter vntohhim; were igno«fabl 
_ rantoft hisdeath,, vntillone ofthewortmsdid are z#: / 
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twehis Maff;which being broken Solomon fel down: * 
andat hat very inſtantrime they vnderſtood' of the 
ſtate of his death;And they ar that ſelfe ſame time did 
lift ,vp their heads, .andwere aduerſaries and op- 
polite to mankinde. Now allthis is not true, neither 
likely'to be true 5 neither do] know for whatreaſon 


. our. Prophet hath written it. For this a9 i5no 


way profitableta ys. : 

An. That booke,whete che bow and the comman- 
dements of God arewrittez,ought to recordnothing 
bur ſuch things asarc high and diuine, becauſe of the 


- Prerogativeand excellency of our vnderſtanding, 8 


apprehenſionin the ſpeculation of heauenly things, 


- andvnderſtandingof the maicſtic of God. ' And by 
reaſpn of theſe frigotous things and parables which _- 


areread in this Azoara,and in thatother Azoarn, in 


very. deedthey donot beſeeme,neirherare they wor- 


thy ofthatbooke,, ſceingthatnone of them areany 


_ wayptofitable vnto vs. 


$ x. Itoldthee,thatour Prophet doth prefer the 
vnderſtandingof his booke and his law.vnto the holy 
books of the 'old Teſtament,andof the glorions Gol- 
pel,asthetrwecomentary.For hiealſo hath targhr,that 


- thebooksof Moſes; and the baokesof the Prophets, 


and Goſpell,do containethehighand profitable ſen- 


| ſesconuenient forall, NowTdonot know why we 


donot tranſlacethem : :(cting thatitisa gtcar: danger 
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profitable andconvenient : Sidi 
that our Prophetdoth much commend them: : re 


VEE EI 4a —_—— 


yet I am not content, neither doth it ſeeme to 


me an equallthing ; that wee Muſſlemans, withall 


our iniquities which do ſpring out of vs, ſhould be- 
leeue that we ſhall enter intoParadiſe, onely forthe 


- confeſſion of theynity of God, andrharhis Prophet 


Mohammedis of God.For the confeſſion of thevni- 
ty isnot denied of the Iews, nonor ofthe Chriſtians. 
Therefore this confeſſion is without any particular 
reward tovs. The confeſſion alſo,That Mohammed 
# his. Propherand his friend, what profite haue we by 


 thisconteſſon? 


Sn.Forthe ſeruiceof G od& his praiſe, as is meet, we 
oughtto ſtirrevp our vnderſtandings vato things of 
the deepeſt conceipr.Alſo we oughtbefore allthings 
to know,ſecing char God which! is iuſt and pure,and 

the fountaine ofgoodnes and perfeQion, hathgrea- 


. ted manafter hisown image, andlikenefſe according 


to himſelfe, that is, hath made' hm moſt perfeahid 
without finne : thartherefore afterche diſobedicnce 
ofthe Man, and the fault which -he had committed, 
of neceſſity every man muſt worke iniquity, vneill he 
bereſtored vnto his former iuſtice and antecedent 
perfeRion; the obtaining of which is impoſſible, but 
:by the” helpeof God, and won of his'glori- 

rious law and bythe doing of workes; cove: 
_ding to the cumphnr ct o-anh of his glorious will and 

Pleaſure: w__ 

A ne. Thisdeepe forcutationicher bhevhertiire- 

cleofthe Ant. And 1 dobeleeve thatour' Propher 


did norwrite that ©hpres wherein isrccorded fo 
lofty 


The third ig 


e346 p | aweregiuen 

God, befignifieth fiat thoſe heres xn ow 
all perfetions and goodneſſe. Thereforeweoughtro 
confeſle, thatthoſe bookes appertainevnto the (alua. 

Fog of althe world &cofeucr greed pcm ogs 
ame. 

Sn. Yea, &1 do confeſſe;that Gam all eternity thoſe 
bookes were holy : and therefore 1 do know that all 
the Muſilemansdo offend: and I'do o pity the caſe in 
which Ido ſee they are-; -becauſe Ido ſee that we 

might findethoſe bookes,and reade #hem,and yetwe 
donot. Asitisfaid, wedoleaue the white bread,8: __ 
that which is moſt pleaſing:& wedoeat brown bread \- 
which isno way ſo pleaſing.intaſt, nor ſo good for 
the body. Andthisdi thereisberwene words - 
of verity andtrurh,and falſhood : Forthis is pleaſant 
yvnto the vnderſtanding, and profitable to the ſoule: 
andchatis no way ple: ing, but hurtfull : foririsa x25, 
ine thing; anc hab commodiy nit, becauſe = 


ofoutſoules: for allt Ties of thirwerkd are ile 
and raretg Now thoſe things which according 
to their eſſence are tranſitory , do not deſerue but 
tobepaſſed ouer, and not robchadi in any regard a- 
mongſt men. 


- An. The bleſſed God. give thelightof his ou 
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to every,dne,that wemay ceafſe fromſin andiniqui- 
ty, that wemay foYow the truth, \anhicholycortts: 
mandements;and-elpecially for thisour conference, 
I wilabidewith this lone, 1atheknowledgeofiGod: 
Forthis conference was: voy beneficiallvntome,by- 
thy meanes,andL(hallrhipkealwgicsofrhis thy:kind- 
nes,and [ ſhall deſi ire of God that he wil reward thee 
forite 1470 at tin Yo" 3 


Sn. This Is as much as I defre Ke. 


Thus endeth by the helpc of Gad; 5 thoking bf aid) 
wn conjarohce ofthertwo.aforefaid: Doctours,. 
. thatistoſay,of Sheich wo «706 
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